


FOREWORD

The dream is finally fulfilled: the photography festival of
Beirut, the first of its kind in Lebanon, aiming at promoting
photography culture in Lebanon and the region.

Zakira - the Image Festival Association, is proud to present
the first edition of the Beirut Image Festival, with the
support and patronage of the Municipality of Beirut and in
collaboration with Dar al-Mussawir and the Union of Arab
Photographers. With 122 participating photographers
from 25 different nationalities, the works highlight the
photograph as a means of communication, dialogue,
archiving and artistic expression.

With this festival, we want to emphasize Beirut as an active
artistic and cultural hub that brings together the Arab world,
the Mediterranean and the rest of the world.

In the era of multimedia and social platforms where visual
culture is increasingly vital, the Beirut Image Festival aims
to engage diverse audiences, provide local and international
photographers of different levels with a dynamic
inspirational and professional platform to interact, display
their work, share their experiences, and exchange ideas.

In addition to Beirut, the festival will support the
decentralization of cultural actualities by extending the
exhibitions to various Lebanese regions and bringing to light
creative talents from all over Lebanon. There will be displays
in Tripoli, Saida, Tyr, Baalbek, and Hammana.

In addition to the photography exhibitions, seminars and
workshops will be held with professional photographers, art
critics and journalists, addressing various issues related to
photography and the role of the image as one of the most
important tools of knowledge and culture.

In the first edition of the Beirut Image Festival, an open call
was announced on April 18 and closed on June 30. During
that period, 678 photographers, of 36 nationalities and
residing in 41 countries applied with 3884 photographs over
two types of entries: individual entries and photo projects.
An artistic committee comprised of leading photographers,
editors and artists chose 600 works to be exhibited
during the festival. The works reflect the diversity of the
photography realm today, including news and documentary,
travel photography, conceptual and digital art works.

Today we set the founding stone for a festival that we hope
will continue for several years supported by our local and
international partners. Building up on this experience, the
Beirut Image Festival thrives to become a replicable model
that promotes photography in the Arab World.

For its 2020 edition, and in recognition of memory and
its role in societies present and future, the Beirut Image
Festival invites photographers to present their works under
this theme, which spans cultural, individual and collective
aspects. Memory is the starting point for a humane
coexistence based on the acceptance of others under the
framework of respect for diversity.

— Ramzi Haidar,
Head of Zakira - The Image Festival Association
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THE ORGANIZERS
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Zakira - the Image Festival Association

Zakira (“Memory” in Arabic) is an NGO whose primary goal is
to promote the value of photography and images in general
in our society. Its objective is to enhance photographers’
work, to re-evaluate the importance of images, to explore
their impact and strength, and to create a circle of common
interest open to all those interested in photography.

Zakira's projects and activities aim to raise awareness
among professional and amateur photographers, or plain
observers, spectators and citizens of all ages and from
walks of life. Each event provides an occasion to meet and
exchange ideas about photography. To this end, Zakira
organizes exhibitions, workshops, ongoing projects and civil
awareness campaigns.

Dar al-Mussawir

Founded in 2010, Dar al-Mussawir is an open cultural
space in Beirut that regularly organizes workshops and
seminars, curates and holds photography exhibitions, as
well as hosting artistic residencies and exchanges locally
and internationally.

Dar al-Mussawir provides photography and video
production, training and image consultancies, and services
including printing and framing, film photography supplies,
equipment rental and photo book production among others.

Dar al-Mussawir houses a gallery, training and conference
space, a darkroom, a studio and an open library.

Dar al-Mussawir collaborates with local and international
cultural partners to form a photography-oriented hub for
Lebanon and the Middle East that promotes a visual arts
culture, artistic dialogue and a platform for emerging talents
in the visual realm.

Union of Arab Photographers

UAP is an International organization that was founded in
1999 and is currently based in in Sharjah in the United
Arab Emirates. UAP is formally recognized by the Arab
League, it encompasses Arab photography associations,
organizations, societies and galleries in addition to individual
photographers in Arab World, and it has representatives
in 18 Arab countries. UAP aims at strengthening ties
among photographers and member organizations,
promote photography in the Arab world. To this end, UAP
collaborates with Arab and international organizations to
hold specialized workshops, exhibitions and contests across
the Arab region.
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‘BEIRUT IMAGE FESTIVAL” CELEBRATES
ARAB PHOTOGRAPHY PIONEER

KARIMA ABBOUD
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In its inaugural session, the Beirut Image Festival celebrates
Karima Abboud (1893-1940), pioneer of Arab photography.
In honor of the remarkable role she played both in the
early era of photography and during its spread throughout
the region, and in honor of the professionalism, honesty,
and sincerity of her work, the festival will be showcasing
a collection of Karima Abboud’s works from the Abilitiez
Gallery* collection, specifically, the Ayman Mtanes private
collection.

According to baptismal records, Karima was born in
Bethlehem. She was the daughter of Priest Said Abboud, who
migrated from the Lebanese village of Khiyam to Palestine
along with his family. As a result, Abboud grew up between
Nazareth and Bethlehem. Her primary education was at
Talitha Qaomi School and the Fréres School, a francophone
school at which her mother, Barbara, worked as a teacher.
Abboud later enrolled at the American University of Beirut
to continue her education.

In encouragement of her love and passion for photography,
Abboud’s father gifted her a camera, marking the beginning
of her journey. She was able to receive tutoring and
education from the photographer Jarbadian. This, in turn,
enabled her to begin practicing photography professionally
by 1913, where she established private studios in Nazareth,
Haifa, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem. With that, she became

the first Arab woman to embark on such a journey, and
she did so with the utmost integrity and professionalism.
Although Abboud dove into a practice that had been mainly
dominated by men, she managed to rise to the occasion and
establish herself as a strong contender in the field.

Being a well-rounded female photographer led Abboud to
become the favorite choice for noble and royal families,
feminist foundations, and the general public in the Levant
region. She would photograph women in her studio, in
their mansions, and at private parties, and then process
the images and prepare them in ornate albums. Most
importantly, she made sure no men viewed the photos,
which was one of the primary requests from her clients
from different religious backgrounds.

Karima’s professionalism becomes clear when viewing her
photos taken in the studio. It is evident that she has employed
her own special approach towards the construction and
composition of herimages, where regardless of the number
of subjects in them, there is a noticeable absence of empty
spaces or confusion in perspective. Karima also learned how
to best use lighting in order to create a reality congruent
with the nature of her subject, such that she was able
to integrate and mirror gestures, thought, general view,
surrounding conditions and complementary elements.

When viewing her photographs of landscapes and
cityscapes, one can notice that she has effectively discarded
any unnecessary commotion or distracting elements from
the scene, and has only captured the essence of the view
before her. This style encouraged the most prestigious
postcard companies to work with her on photographing
and publishing images of landscapes, as well as historical
and religious sites.

Abboud was always keen on using the finest quality of paper
and backing materials, and remained up-to-date on any new
technological developments in the field of photography and
printing. Her colorization technique, for example, is noted to
be comparable to that of a skilled watercolor artist.

In 2019, the Beirut Image Festival celebrates 100 years of
her legacy as it is noted that 1919 was the year she signed
her works for the very first time.

(*) Abilitiez Gallery is an institution that works to preserve heritage,
disseminate culture and the arts and integrate them into technology.
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Opening ceremony
Monday 9 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
10 September - 14 September 2019

Everyday 10 AM - 8 PM
Closed Sundays
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Opening ceremony

Saturday 21 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Opening ceremony

Saturday 28 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
22 September - 27 September 2019
Everyday 11 AM - 8 PM

Exhibition continues
29 September - 5 October 2019
Everyday 9 AM - 6 PM
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THROUGH HER PHOTOGRAPHS,

MARY EL-KHAZEN PROTECTED LIFE
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When you hear the name of photographer Mary el-Khazen
(1899-1983) coming to you from the turn of the twentieth
century, you might believe that you will see images that
would take you from wonder to wonder. But when you
look at her photographs, you discover that surprises have
never been her goal. The “surprise” itself lies in her, a young
woman from rural Lebanon, delving into the adventurous
world of photography, where she was able to prove herself,
in spite of the numerous obstacles in her course.

The daughter of an affluent family from Ghosta (Keserwan),
Mary grew up as a rebellious young woman who wanted
to make something of her life outside the prevailing
traditional norms of the time, which limited a woman'’s life
to the confines of her home. She was not the kind of young
woman to fill her time with sewing or cross-stitching or
raising kittens! She wanted to cross the boundaries imposed
by customs and traditions, and she chose photography as
a form and vehicle for her rebellion, through which to view
the world around her.

Mary el-Khazen kept her work as simple as possible,
concentrating on the intimate life of her family, through
her photographs and portraits of children as they played,
innocent and carefree. Her photographs provide us with a
glimpse into the life of the affluent social class, as well as
providing us with a record of the architectural traditions of
the well-off of the period.

Then Mary takes her lens on a tour of everyday life.

She gives us scenes from the daily life of ordinary people: at
work, during their celebrations, and on outings and picnics.
Occasionally, the image of a “Ford” breaks the monotony
and closes the distance to the nearest town of Zgharta.
Some people pose attentively for the camera, as if dressed
in their Sunday best.

Mary was also passionate about portraying women doing
what were traditionally men’s habits: smoking, hunting,
driving, wearing men’s clothes, even the tarboosh! She was
a champion of women’s issues and rights.

Mary was not a traditional photographer. She aspired to
be different. She experimented and sought new skills, all
of which made her photographs striking. Adam Schatz, art
critic at The New York Times said of Mary’s work: “Such
pictures don’t come along often, but once seen, they are
impossible to forget, lodging themselves in the mind with the
visceral force of revelation”

— Mehsen Yammine

*The Beirut Image Festival showcases works of Mary El-Khazen courtesy
of Mr. Mehsen Yammine Collection.
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Opening ceremony
Monday 9 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Opening ceremony

Saturday 14 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Opening ceremony

Friday 20 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
10 September - 14 September 2019

Everyday 10 AM - 8 PM
Closed Sundays

Exhibition continues
15 September - 19 September 2019
Daily 8 AM - 6 PM

Exhibition continues
21 September - 29 September 2019
Daily 11 AM - 1 PM, 4 PM - 7:30 PM
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LEBANON 1919
1919 jLidd

Lebanon's 1919 collection that includes photos of the Beirut
Grand Sarai and of the city’s old souks are part of the Albert
Kahn collection.

Kahn, the French banker, was driven by an ideal of universal
peace. His conviction: The knowledge of foreign cultures
encourages respect and peaceful relations among peoples.

He created the Archives of the Planet, the fruit of the work
of a dozen operators sent around the globe between 1909
and 1931 in order to grasp the different cultural realities in
about fifty countries.

Two photographers were sent to Lebanon to document the
culture of the county that was on the verge of huge and
sensitive changes.

The Beirut Image Festival is proud to put to the Lebanese
audience a collection of photographs that were taken
100 years ago and one year before the announcement of
“Dawlat Lubnan al-Kabir”.

Q Roman Baths, Beirut
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Exhibition Ja—=oll
5 September - 4 October 2019 Y9 Sl payas € - Jabslo
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Inventory Number: A 19 851. The delegation of Lebanon to the League of Nations, composed of the Lebanese communities’
leaders, near by the Clock Tower at the reception of General Gouraud. Beirut, Lebanon. November 22, 1919.
© “Archives of the Planet” Collection, Albert Kahn, Hauts-de-Seine, collections.albert-kahn.hauts-de-seine.fr
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DESERT,
THE SYMPHONY OF GOLDEN SANDS
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Desert is the most prominent feature of Arabian Peninsula
that stretches from Yemen to the Arabian Gulf and from
Oman to Jordan and Iraq.

The light of dawn over the silent stretches of Abu Dhabi’s
Liwa gives the sand dunes its golden magical charm. Though
a hostile place for living beings, deserts are one of the most
alluring land features on the face of earth.

Dunes are only one of the many forms that wind and water
create in the desert. The dunes in the Arabian deserts can
reach meters in height. Ceaseless winds in some areas of the
desert make the dunes shift continuously thus transforming
the area. The dunes take on different forms depending on
the direction of the winds which ceaselessly shape them.

Gazelles, oryx, sand cats, and spiny-tailed lizards are just
some of the desert-adapted species that survive in this
extreme environment, which features everything from red
dunes to deadly quicksand.

While the desert seems hostile and perilous to some, it is a
home to other. Trekking through the deserts in the United
Arab Emirates, you may come across temporary settlements
with herds of camels or sheep, a truck to serve water, feed
for the livestock and a shepherd.
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Adeeb Al Ani IRAQ | Adeebisa photojournalism professor
at the University of Baghdad - Media Studies and a professional
photographer with a special interest in desert photography. He has
organized many workshops and lectures on the art of photography,
and he has written numerous articles and research papers. He has
won several photography awards. He is one of the founders of
the Union of Arab Photographers and its President. He has been
a Jury member in many local Arab and International competitions.

Opening ceremony

Monday 9 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Ali Bin Thalith takes us on an underwater journey under
the world seas. From Asia, the continent neighboring two
oceans, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, Thalith’s
photos explore a diverse marine world. He then takes us to
the Caribbean to meet a Caribean Reef Shark.

Ben Thalith’s photos explore an underwater world with its
rare creatures and other beings that we are used to see on
television and in the cinema.

Ali Bin Thalith UAE | Aliis a professional photographer
and documentary filmmaker from Dubai. He is the Secretary
General of the prestigious Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid
International Photography Award (HIPA). He is the first Arab to win
an award for institutional leaders at the United Nations. He gained
recognition on an international level as a specialized underwater
photographer. In 2014, he was awarded the “Leadership in
Professional Photography” award by the International Council of
Photography (IPC) and the Mohammed Bin Rashid Award for Youth
Enterprise Support. In 2018, he was named “Photographer of the
Year” by the Datong Exhibition in China.

Opening ceremony
Monday 9 September 2019 at 6 PM
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AROUND THE WORLD
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Around the World is a collection of works by 27 photo-
graphers from different backgrounds displaying photos from
different parts of the world documenting charming aspects
of life.

Mohamad Kamal's documentation of the Camel Racing
Festival—where Nomadic tribes gather from all across the
barren landscape to take part—captures the stillness in
motion, detailing a fierce moment of the camels with their
young riders.

Michel Bsaibes captures photographs from an altitude,
reflecting what may first look like an abstract painting, only
to start slowly unravelling and revealing tangible forms and
faces.

As for Hasan Al Eid captures the essence of human emotion
with a serene look, well-constructed composition in a frame
within a frame.

Similarly, Isa Ibrahim’s pictures take us on a cultural journey,
from the serene waters of the Lijang River surrounding a
humble fisherman, to Ethiopia with a powerful portrait of a
“Mursi” tribe member.

From religious gatherings, to laughing children, to distinctive
scenes of daily life around the world: the globe is one within
this diversity.

Opening ceremony
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Library, Beirut
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Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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6 September - 7 September 2019
Daily 9 AM - 7 PM

Exhibition
9 September - 5 October 2019

Always open
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Abdo Tahoon EGYPT | Abdoisan amateur photographer
with 3 years of experience. He has taken part in events and
photography trips in Egypt and has participated in exhibitions
locally and internationally.

Ahmed Ibrahim SUDAN | Ahmed is an accredited
photojournalist and photography supervisor in the Media
Department at the National Research Center. He is a member
of the Union of Arab photographers. Ahmed is the winner of the
Bronze Award at the First Arab-European Festival of Photography.

Ammar Alamir KSA | Ammaris the director of the Radio
and Television Committee in Saudi Arabia. He is professional
photographer who won local and international awards. Ammar is
interested in documenting Mecca and the Great Mosque.

Anwer Salman IRAQ | Anwer was born in Basra, and
graduated in Marine Studies. He joined the Iraqgi Society for
Photography in Basra in 2017, one year after he started practicing
photography. Anwer has worked hard to develop his skills and
has participated in many competitions and festivals locally and
internationally.

Aziza AI-Qarni KSA | Aziza is a professional Saudi
photographer with an MBA degree. A certified instructor in
photography from the Gulf Council for Human Development. Aziza
is a member of a number of local and international associations
specialized in photography. She has organized and participated
in many local and international photography exhibitions. She
has been a juror for several local and international photography
competitions.
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Ceerwan Aziz IRAQ | Ceerwanis a photojournalist who
started photography as a hobby at an early age. He is a member of
the Iragi Society of Photography and the Iragi Journalists Syndicate
in addition to the National Photographic Association of the United
States (NPA). He has participated in photography exhibitions in
Iraq and abroad and won several local, Arab and international
awards. He was awarded the POYi best picture for 2006 during
his participation as a Reuters photographer to cover the Beijing
Olympics in 2008.

Faris Tairan KSA | Faris is a member of the International
Federation of Photography “FIAP” and a member of Asir
Photography Club and Tohama Photography Club and the Society
of Culture and Arts in Najran Department of Photography. He
has collaborated with many institutions such as Okaz Foundation
for Press and Publishing. He has participated in several local and
international exhibitions and won many awards in the field of
photography.

Francesco Nicastri ITALY | Francesco was born in
southern Italy and later studied engineering while working as a
software developer. However, he soon realized that photography
was his real passion. For him, photography is a way to record time,
record memories, but above anything else, it is a way to give voice
to feelings and a way to reveal what is inscrutable to the eyes. “It
often takes a long time before the story is revealed.”

Hasan Aleid KSA | Hasan is a Saudi Photographer. He is
a member of the International Federation of Photographic Art -
FIAP and a member of the Union of Arab Photographers. He holds
many international photography awards and has participated in
many international exhibitions.

Hassan Najjar IRAQ | Hassan started practicing
photography in 2012 and is interested in documenting daily life
in addition to portrait photography. He received the Gold Award
of the Iragi Society of Photography in 2017 and the Gold Medal
for the Magic of Light Competition held by the Union of Arab
Photographers 2019. He has participated in numerous local and
international competitions and exhibitions.
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Helmi Fahmi YEMEN | Helmi is an architecture student
at the University of Aden who began photography in 2014. He
has participated in local and international exhibitions such as the
Cairo Festival of Arab Pictures, the International Islamic Civilization
Exhibition in Aden and the first exhibition of the Union of Arab
Photographers.

Ibrahim Abdel Razik PALESTINE | Ibrahim was born
in Ain el Helweh camp, Lebanon. He is a Palestinian photographer
specialized in studio and news photography. Ibrahim has
participated in numerous workshops and photography programs
at Dar al Mussawir since 2012 including “Eye on the Truth” with
Thomson Foundation and British Council. In 2017, he became
part of the Studio Zakira team in Saida where he was part of the
founding team and works in management and production ever
since.

Isa Ebrahim BAHRAIN | Isa is a Bahraini photographer
who holds numerous international awards and titles including the
MFIAP from the International Federation of Photography. He has
also won the Golden Excellence Award (EFIAP/g), the Excellence
Award from the American Society of Photography (EPSA), in
addition to the GPU (CRU), GPU Aphrodite and GPU VIP2 titles.
Isa has Participated as a jury member in local and international
photography competitions.

Karim Sakr LEBANON | Karim was born in Dakar,
Senegal. He is an engineer by profession and a self-taught
photographer. While street photography is a major component of
Sakr's work, his body of work encompasses architecture and food
photography as well.

Layal Ramadan LEBANON | Layal graduated from the
Lebanese University majoring in Sociology. Her hobby turned into
a profession by taking photography courses at “Dar al Mussawir”
and An-Nahar newspaper. She strives to put her own perspective
into her photography.
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Mai Mustafa Ekhou MAURITANIA | Maihas worked
as a photographer since 2011 and has participated in international
and Arab competitions and exhibitions. She also worked as an
actress and assistant director and director. Her films have received
numerous awards such as the Jury Prize of the Nouakchott
International Film Festival (three times) and she has received
recognition at the Arab International Film Festival in Gabes. Her
first film won a prize in the short films competition of the Arab
Youth Creativity Festival - Cairo competition.

MarwaEl Chazly EGYPT | Marwawas borninAlexandria
and holds a Bachelor degree in Engineering. Photography has been
her hobby since an early age and she started her professional
career in 2015 focusing on street and travel photography. She
has participated in many local exhibitions in Cairo and Alexandria
through cultural centers there. She held her first special exhibition
in 2019 entitled ‘The Magic of Siwa’.

Michel Bsaibes LEBANON | Michel has been a
photographer for more than 10 years after, studying directing at
the Antonine University. Michel is nature-savvy and an expert in
primitive camping and dealing with survival methods in nature.
His love of photography and nature began in adolescence and still
remains strong.

Mohamed Kamal EGYPT | Mohamed is a freelance
photographer, won the First Prize in the Clima-Med photo contest
Climate Change in the South Mediterranean Region in 2018, the
First Prize of the Delegation of the European Union to Egypt Prize
in 2012, the First Prize of the Agility Africa photo competition
in 2017, and the First Prize of The Museum of Islamic Art photo
contest in 2017.

Mohamed Eldor EGYPT | Mohamediis a freelance street
and documentary photographer based in Egypt. He published
photographs in the National Geographic Arabia magazine and
the Daily News Egypt and won 1st place in the national award
of Sony World Awards in 2017. He also won the 3rd place at “35
Awards 2018".
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Mohammed Alfaleh KSA | Mohammedisa professional
photographer since 2008 and has participated in many local and
international exhibitions. He is the editor-in-chief of Gulf Arts,
the founder of the Saudi International Salon of Photograph and
the Director of the annual Ezz Al Khail Photography Competition.
He is an active photographer and writes about photography in
Saudi newspapers. He has won more than 12 awards in local and
international competitions.

Mustafa Shorbaji EGYPT | Mustafa is 33-year-old
photographer who has been working in this domain for 7 years. He
has received several awards including the European Union Award
in Egypt and the annual “Sakeyat El Sawy Contest” prize three
times. He has participated in numerous local and international
exhibitions.

Pamela Fares LEBANON | Pamela is a graduate of
architecture with a passion for photography. Through her 6-year
program, she learned the extent to which our world needs to be
designed and has proven her ability in the smaller scale. While
trying to immerse herself in the bigger field, Pamela is always
ready for improvement and self-development by learning more
and more skills.

RogerAnis EGYPT | Roger hasworked as a photojournalist
since 2010 in a local newspaper in Egypt. During this period, he
developed himself as a visual storyteller, trying to dig more into
Egyptian society which is full of stories, away from daily news
stories. Roger's work has been published in international media
and he has exhibited his work in Egypt and abroad.

Saeed Dhahi BAHRAIN | Saeed is a professional
photographer born in 1983 who began his journey with
photography as a hobby in 2002. He won several photography
competitions and is an international arbitrator and is a founding
member of the Bahrain Photography Association.
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Taisir Mahdi IRAQ | Taisir was born in Iraq in 1985. He
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Spanish language and a diploma in
English language from the University of Baghdad. He started
photography in 2006 and focused his work on portraits and
street photography. He has worked for several news agencies and
participated in exhibitions in Iraq and outside. He has won more
than 80 awards for his work.

Zahr-Eddine Guerniche ALGERIA | Zaher-Eddine is
photographer and artist. He has been practitioner of photography
for four years and owns a studio. He has participated in several
local and international exhibitions.
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“Nothing fascinates our cameras like a city named Beirut.
The city of blue sea, sun and endless time. Beirut is the city
of life. It's the charm of our soul and the delight of our eyes.

Nothing attracts us like Beirut with her white face adorned
with a blue veil. Beirut, on your banks grow lemon trees, in
your streets walk palm trees, and on your balconies Jasmine
blossoms mature.

Beirut the city whose dawn rises above the mountains. The
sun resting at its corniche, talks to its sea, plays with its
waves and embraces its golden sands before hugging the
houses, to say GOOD MORNING BEIRUT.

Beirut is like a dream that we resist waking up from.

Our eyes cannot betray her. Nothing robs our minds like
Beirut. The breeze of her morning is our freedom and her
neighborhoods are spaces for our creativity.

You are our memory, our star and our destiny.

Beirut is the love of our lenses, the light of our flashes, the
shape of our films, and the lighthouse of our photographs.”

— Nabil Ismail
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Nabil Ismail LEBANON | Nabil started as a photojournalist
in 1975 with al-Nidaa, Al-Hurria, Dar al-Sayad, al-Watan, and
Assafir newspapers. In 1984, he joined French News Agency
(AFP) as Chief photographer of the Beirut office. In 1999, he
joined al-Mustagbal daily working as chief photographer until
2019. In 2019, he became Head of the Photo Department at
al-Nahar newspaper. Nabil is one of the founders of Lebanon’s
Photographers Syndicate. Besides the Lebanese Civil War Nabil
has covered all the major Middle East conflicts.

Q Beirut Souks, Beirut Opening ceremony
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THE MARSHLANDS (AL-AHWAR),
THE INSPIRATION FOR THE BIBLE'S GARDEN OF EDEN
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Irag’s marshlands, which lie in the confluence of the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers, are believed to be the inspiration for
the Bible’s Garden of Eden. The wetlands once spread over
3,500 square miles, but in the early 1990s they were drained
in order to choke out a rebel group. It has slowly recovered
since, and named in 2016 a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

The wetlands, which supports about 40 species of birds,
is an important migratory stop as they fly from Siberia to
Africa.

The marshlands, also called Ahwar, are made up of seven
sites: three archaeological ruins and four wetlands marshes
that represent one of the world’s largest inland deltas. The
area is home to the Ma‘dan, or Marsh Arabs.

The Marsh Arabs have lived in the wetlands for millennia,
but are on the fringes of Iraqgi society. A study put their
population at 400,000 in the 1950s but several hundred
thousand fled ousted Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein’s
repression or become economic migrants.
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Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Usama Al-Kassab IRAQ | Usama is a cinematography
student at the Fine Arts College, University of Baghdad and a
member of the Iragi Photography Society. He is a founding
member and Head of the Al Muthanna Association, part of the Iraqi
Photography Society. He has organized photography workshops
and was awarded the Creativity Award by the Athar Association
for Arts and Culture.

Maitham Al Moussawi IRAQ | Maitham works
in the Iragi Ministry of Youth and Sports. He also works as a
photojournalist and TV reporter in the Karbala Channel. He is
a member of the Iragi Journalists Syndicate and a First Reserve
Member in the administrative body of the Iraqgi Society of
Photography. He is also a member of the Arab Electronic Media
Federation and is Head of the Sports and Press Department. He
has participated in numerous photography events locally and
internationally and achieved first place in online competitions.

Ali Kadhim IRAQ | Ali holds a Bachelor of Business
Administration degree and is currently an employee at the High
Commission for Human Rights. He is a member of the Iraqi Society
of Photography and a member of the Union of Arab Photographers,
the International Society of Photography, the World Federation
of Photography and the American Society of Photography. He
has won numerous honorary awards and international titles and
awards and has participated in local, Arab and international art
forums.

Amer Alsaadi IRAQ | Ameris a photojournalist interested
in portraying life, culture, tourism and sports. He is a social activist
working for the Anadulo Agency. Amer has articipated in several
local and international photo exhibitions. He has covered the
battles against Islamic militants in the Iraqi cities of Baaquba and
Fallujah.
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Haidar Al Muslimawi IRAQ | Haidar is a professional
photographer with many international and local awards and
participations.

Hassan Najjar IRAQ | Hassan started practicing
photography in 2012 and is interested in documenting daily life
in addition to portrait photography. He received the Gold Award
of the Iraqi Society of Photography in 2017 and the Gold Medal
for the Magic of Light Competition held by the Union of Arab
Photographers 2019. He has participated in numerous local and
international competitions and exhibitions.

Zuhair Al Shammaa BAHRAIN | Zuhair works as a
nurse and photography is his hobby. He started in 2006 with a
preference for documenting daily life and capturing portraits, he
also enjoys landscape and nature photography.
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HORSEMANSHIP SURVIVES
THE TEST OF TIME
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In Morocco, an ancient tradition of horsemanship survives
the test of time. Scores of horse troupes gather from
different parts of the kingdom to celebrate a three-day
event that blends courage, skill and tradition.

The competitive, synchronized horse riding is known as
Tabourida, or La’ab Al-Baroud, “The Game of Powder.”
The display mimics and pays tribute to military parades
performed by Arab and Berber tribes since the 15th century.

Famed French artist Eugene Delacroix popularized Tabourida
on canvas in the 19th century, dubbing it Fantasia, and the
name has stuck.

Each troupe, or sourba, of 10 to 30 riders is judged on their
synchronicity as a group. After lining up, the lead rider calls
out and the troupe races down the field. After another signal
from the leader, or mugadim, the riders brandish their guns
and each fires a single shot in unison.

Although competition is fierce, today, there is no prize,
and the only judge present is the audience. The more
synchronized the display, the louder the cheer from the
crowds. It takes skill, talent and a lot of discipline.
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Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Ali Al-Qamish BAHRAIN | Aliis a writer and cultural
journalist and is the Secretary of the Bahrain Photography Society.
He began his experience in the world of photography through
documentary photography of the life of the family and ordinary
people. He has participated in a number of specialized conceptual
photography exhibitions, an art where concepts and ideas go
beyond the ordinary photograph.

Nabil Monzer LEBANON | Nabil started his work as a
photojournalist in 1975. He has worked for al-Nidaa newspaper
and other local Lebanese newspapers and agencies before joining
european pressphoto agency, epa in 2003. He is member of the
Union of Arab Photographers.

Abdelmajid Nassih MOROCCO | Abdelmajid is an
amateur Moroccan photographer, and a former active member
of a number of Arab and international forums interested in
photography. He has won the Best Picture Award in the first
quarterly photography Forum Contest under the auspices of the
Cultural House in Dhi Qar Governorate-Iraqg. He has also received
as the Best Picture Award in the contest organized by The British
Council in the Kingdom of Morocco.

Al Mostafa Tabit MOROCCO | Mostafa is a
photographer, juror and activist. He is a member of the Member of
the jury of Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed's Arabian Horse photography
competition, and member of the jury of the International Festival
of the city of Douz in Tunisia. Mostafa is a former higher education
administrator, Vice-president of the Moroccan Association of
Traditional Equestrian Arts and Immaterial Cultural Heritage and
member of the Search Group for the protection of birds.
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KARA TRIBES
THE LEGENDS POSE FOR THE CAMERA
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Vast landscapes, weapons, excessive jewelry, and full body
paint: this is what Mohammed Alfaleh came across whilst
visiting south-west Ethiopia, the homeland of the Kara tribes.

These tribes still practice their age-old traditions sprouting
from strong belief in ancient myths—like the killing of
children whose lower teeth show before their upper ones
or children who are born out of wedlock, whom they refer
to as “Mangi” which means cursed.

Yet, they make a great subject for photography, especially
considering how photogenic they are and how comfortable
they seem to be in front of a camera. With their flower
crowns and bodies covered in beautiful patterns and
symbols as a totem to fend off demons and evil spirits, they
offer a rich contrast to the generally muted background of
the forests near the Omo River.

Mohammed Alfaleh combines the human and natural
elements in various compositions that exude a strong
feeling of serenity and peacefulness.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Mohammed Alfaleh KksA | Mohammed is a professional
photographer since 2008 and has participated in many local and
international exhibitions. He is the editor-in-chief of Gulf Arts,
the founder of the Saudi International Salon of Photograph and
the Director of the annual Ezz Al Khail Photography Competition.
He is an active photographer and writes about photography in
Saudi newspapers. He has won more than 12 awards in local and
international competitions.
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ABU DHABI GOLDEN DESERT
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The sandy areas in Liwa desert in Abu Dhabi take stunning
forms and shapes rich of fables and myths. Horses, camels
and falcons have long been key to the survival of the
Bedouin in the harsh desert environment.

Visitors can learn more about the United Arab Emirates
traditions and customs through tours available across the
rich Gulf country.

Some pictures were taken with natural lighting while others
an artificial lighting was used to increase the aesthetic of
the image.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Ali Arbes LEBANON | Ali was born in Danniyeh, North
Lebanon, and has been living and working in the United Arab
Emirates. He started his photography career in 2009 developing
his skills by taking taking advantage of his experience in graphic
design. Ali is one of the leading Arab photographers specialized in
food photography.
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Regardless of the evolution and progress that the Omani
society has accomplished, the preservation of the Omani
heritage HAS formed a pillar for the modern state, and a
special feature in Omani society.

Oman considers its heritage as a main component in the
formation of its national identity. This interest in Omani
heritage has extended to the maintaining and cultivation
of traditional crafts, preserving them regardless of modern
technology.

The state of Bahla has been a center of pottery making in
Oman.

Oman’s traditional industries and handicrafts are well
known on the Arabian Peninsula and beyond. It is a symbol
of the authenticity of the Omani people.

Visitor are also keen to take home some of the crafts of the
Sultanate when they leave.
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Exhibition continues
6 September - 7 September 2019
Daily 9 AM - 7 PM

Exhibition
9 September - 4 October 2019
Open 24/7
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Anas Ismail SYRIA | Anas was born in Syria, 1954. His
passion for photography started in 1975. In 2000, he began
conducting photography workshops and trainings. He held
numerous exhibitions and other artistic activities in the Art Café
he founded in Latakia, Syria. He captures photographs during his
frequent travel between Syria, Jordan, and Oman. He has had 4
solo exhibitions, and is a member of the “Photographic Society
of Oman”.

Majid Al-Habsi OMAN | Al-Habsi started his career
in video and editing before shifting his interests to portrait
photography and people’s daily life. He has participated in
many local exhibitions and has won a number of photography
competitions.

Said AI-Shuain OMAN | Said is a member of the
Omani Society of Photography and the International Federation
of Photography. He is also the Deputy Head of Bahla Photography
Group. He has won many awards at the local, regional and
international levels. He's an active participant in a number
of photography forums around the world. He also administers
training workshops for photographers.

oz 090t ale Lygw alge oo | L’JS_UJ d_|_c|_n_|_u| U_u_||
LaS (Yeur ale pyaig Jae Olisyg dol8] fas Navo ale yjgadl alsn
O)J»L}waﬁuubsgépl Mgulpygsuo)l_up_w
ol Ol Ll sy 3 @S> dsyb ybylae dayyl ) 85I 3
0 s-ae Lgd yoons (3 ls ylae dddalng Lo o Mkiiza Sigmyg

(P9l yugadl 8l dglasll dimandl

gaball ia yyaodl g | ylee &dal guunll Aalo
ol e I a0l @03 g logally guadll y 36T 8 anly u_:l59
2ol oy oS 8 Ayl uldl 8o g ayiyodl s ugal o

BEEW-X] O@Lm&‘rlgiljjl)dlu‘a_wu_bd_wg‘wl

dglasll & el g e | Q‘—A.C—4J.hLuJ LS‘J-LV-'“-” AW L- 2TV
oty Uy el sysad) i daall i T alls L Sedll 3 sl
ol 331l o spadll e Lol el ynsadl Mg 3038
‘n_]lsz.” J5_> )_)9‘04” \.)LA.‘J.A GRS u_é J)l_u-\ @gﬂlg mb‘i‘g

sl doyai Liyg pads

53

Majid Al-Habsi _suoll 12l



o0 . i

dlgahll alel

Hussein Al-Hashim Every community has a set of inherited cultural elements

el Jl e that reflect the nature of this society and its way of life.
Popular games are an integral part of the cultural heritage. It
could be seen as merely a means of fun, entertainment and
passing time, however, these games carry deep meanings
and values and they contribute to the development of
the child’s personality in various social, educational, and
physical aspects as well as the linguistics. On an overall

aspect, they contribute to the preservation of the culture
heritage generation after another.
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Husain Al-Hashim SAUDI ARABIA | Husain joined
the Institute of Photography and graduated with a certificate of
excellence. He has participated in more than 100 photography
exhibitions, and has won more than 30 awards locally and
internationally.
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On the banks of the eternal Nile, south of the city of Aswan
falls the city of Nuba or the Land of Gold as called by the
ancients thousands of years ago as part of a land that span
from Egypt to Sudan.

Its name is derived from the old Egyptian word Nub meaning
gold, as it was famous for gold mines called Nubariya.

The Nubis maintained a distinctive Nubi identity preserving
their traditions, language and cultural heritage. Nubis
are well known for their autonomy, simplicity, courage
and a strong affiliation with land and their own identity
components. They still use the Nubi language as well as
the Egyptian dialect.

The Nubi art reflects the uniqueness of their culture, and
contains symbols that reflect popular and occult beliefs
mixing the inherited with the Islamic traditions. This
manifests in their tattoos, the graffiti decorating the facades
and houses entrances, beadwork and decorations of palm
and wicker crafts.

Galal al Missary EGYPT | Galal is a member of the
Secretariat of the Federation of Union of Arab photographers
(UAP) and The Federation of Union of International Photographers
(FIAP). He has participated in more than 134 Photography
exhibitions and was given the international title AFIAP by FIAP.
He has won the Prince Sultan Award for Cultural Heritage in
addition to 42 other local and international awards. He is a lecturer,
international arbitrator and instructor of photography at the Nile
University.
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Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMEN
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Mohamed Wardany With rapid growth of the corporate world and the increasing

s sama heavy reliance on mass-production, Mohamed Wardany
goes back to the roots of old crafts and trades by seeking
out little indie shops whose owners have learned the trade
as it had been passed down to them from generation to
generation.

Wardany’s images comprise of a wide view of the
workshops, with the craftsmen being the main focus as
they are going about their daily trade. Manual drilling, tin
tub making, textile and thread dying—these, like many other
forms of craftsmanship—require heavy labor, but they are
almost always the only source of income for these people
and their families.

Perhaps Wardany’s project could shed a new light on these
age-old traditional crafts and remind people how invaluable
and unique a handmade item is.
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Mohamed Wardany EGYPT | Mohamed started
practicing photography as a hobby in 2016 and has since won
many local and international awards such as the first place in
the European Union 2018 photography competition and the
Gold Medal in the Magic of Light competition by the Union of
Arab Photographers in 2019. His works appeared on prominent
photography sites and he has participated in numerous local and
international exhibitions.
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ARCHERY CONTEST IN KHARADONG
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Ihab Fayad During a bumpy ride along a dirt road somewhere between
Pl ol Ladakh and Nubra Valley, in northern India, Ihab Fayad
found himself surrounded by breathtaking scenery when
he spotted crowds of people looming in the far distance.

Approaching them, he found himself in Kharadong village in
the middle of nowhere. Luckily, he was about to witness the
centuries-old traditional annual archery competition where
skilled archers from four villages gathered to compete.

Fayad documents the different stages and aspects of this
event: men aiming their arrows, women cheering them on,
scoreboards, the elderly watching, and the children in awe
of the prowess of the archers, as they observe, imitate, and
learn. Finally, only one man earns the title. After a day of
excitement and thrill, everyone gathers to celebrate with a
feast and dancing.
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lhab Fayad LEBANON | Ihab is a Lebanese Graphic
Designer with more than 14 years of experience in branding,
video and print production, and overall visual appearance.
lhab is passionate about photography and videography. He has
participated in international and local photography competitions,
winning several prizes, and his work has been featured on different
photography platforms.
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Mahmoud Omar Al-Msllati from Libya enriches the Beirut
Image Festival with set of silhouette images taken from his
war-torn country that convey drama, mystery, emotion and
mood.

Mahmoud Al-Msllati LIBYA | Mahmoud was born in
1994 in the city of Zliten and is currently studying at the Faculty
of Economics. He started practicing photography in 2012. He has
participated in many competitions and exhibitions at both local
and international levels. He was ranked 4th in the Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Binhayan's competition for Arabian Horses in 2018.
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Library, Beirut
agyu .diihgll

A series of macro photographs that take us into the miniscule
world to capture details and moments that the eye cannot
observe with normal vision, showing a spider watching us
with its multiple eyes or three drops of water colliding with
each other using professional lighting to create a painting.

Amgad Galal EGYPT | Amgadworks as a project manager
in the field of Information Technology and has a Master’s degree
in business administration. His passion for photography started in
childhood. He has loved the details and beauty of nature. He loves
macro photography specially insects as it reveals the secrets and
hidden world of microorganisms.

Nasser Al Massoudi OMAN | Nasser is an Omani
photographer aged 39. He has participated in many local and
international competitions and has won various local and
international awards. Nasser specialized in macro photography,
specifically photographing water droplets.
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MANDAEANS THE OLDEST RELIGIOUS
MINORITY ON BRINK OF EXTINCTION
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Exhibition continues
6 September - 7 September 2019
Daily 9 AM - 7 PM
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Most Sundays, on the western bank of the Tigris River,
groups of Mandaeans, some of the last survivors of a dying
sect gather to perform baptism rituals that are central to
their religion.

Clad in simple white robes that they say are identical to
the one God gave to Adam, they immerse themselves in
the muddy waters of the Tigris and invoke “the angels of
creation” to wash away their sins. They follow the teaching
of John the Baptist where the water is central to their rituals.

Mandaeans, one the minorities that constitute the Iraqi
religious diversity, are now on the brink of extinction.

Until the US invasion in 2003, nearly all the world’s
Mandaeans lived in Irag, however, the cycles of conflict
have driven minorities out of the country.

After the collapse of the regime in Irag, many Mandaeans
had to flee. Some 5,000 to 8,000 went to Sweden where
it is difficult to maintain their way of life. They do not face
prejudice or hatred, but they do face hard living conditions,
poverty, and possible extinction as a people.

These are two parallel projects on the current Mandaean
religious practices between Iraq and Sweden.
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Murtadha Ridha IRAQ | Murtadha is a freelance
photojournalist from Baghdad, Irag. He has worked for several
local agencies producing stories about Iragi society, whether in
video or pictures. He has participated and won in several local,
Arab and international competitions.

Ahmed lazem IRAQ | Ahmed has been a photographer
for 7 years in Iraq. He is a member of the Iraqi Society of
Photographers, he has participated in several local and
international exhibitions winning many awards. He is mostly
interested in portrait photography and in photographing people’s
lives because to him it conveys a beautiful and honest feeling.

Dima Al Saadi IRAQ | Dima is an amateur photographer
born in Irag and living in Sweden with Master’s Degree in
Marketing. She participated in several exhibitions inside Sweden
and abroad and has received several certificates of appreciation.
She is the Secretary of the Iragi Photographers Association in
Sweden and a Member of the Union of Arab Photographers.

Samir Mizban IRAQ | Samir a photojournalist residing
in Sweden, working in photography and journalism since 1979.
He has worked for the Associated Press from 2002 till 2007. He
held his first personal exhibition in 1992 in Baghdad. He was one
of the winners of the Pulitzer Press award for the year 2005. He
has participated in several exhibitions in both the Arab world and
internationally.

Sabah Arar al-Saadi IRAQ | Sabah is an Iraqi
photojournalist with a diploma in Arts from Iragi Fine Arts Institute.
He is a member of the executive committee of the Union of Arab
Photographers. He started his career as a photojournalist in the
Iragi News Agency in the beginning of the 1980s, during which he
covered Irag-Iran war. By the end of 2002 Sabah joined Agence
France Presse (AFP) in Baghdad and he still works there. Sabah
has won several photo competitions and in 2014 his image of
Iragi elections was chosen to be one of best images of the year.
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NOWRU/Z, CLEBRATION OF VICTORY

OVER TYRANNY
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Nowruz is the celebration of the New Year in Kurdish
community. For the people in Kurdistan Region of Iraq,
Nowruz is the symbol of revival, happiness, and a colorful
and vibrant life. It is the celebration of victory over tyranny
and, in recent years, another occasion for people to enjoy
peace and harmony.

According to legend passed on from one generation to
another, Nowruz has historically marked the liberation of
the Kurds nearly 2,500 years ago from Zuhak, a tyrant who
had serpents growing from his shoulders. Zuhak’s evil reign
caused spring to no longer come. As discontent grew against
Zuhak'’s rule, the nobleman Fereydun plotted a revolt and
this uprising was led by Kawa, a blacksmith who had lost
six sons to Zuhak.

Kurds today use this legend as a sign of pride in their
identity, and the lighting of the fires has become a symbol
of freedom.

Although celebrations vary, people in Kurdistan Region
generally gather together to welcome the coming of Spring,
wearing colorful clothes and holding picnics to enjoy the
outdoors.
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Safin Hamed Ahmed IRAQ | safin Hamid is a
Kurdish photojournalist, born in Baghdad in 1973. Safin Hamid
continues to work for AFP (2003) and is the co-founder of the
Framing Photojournalism School, a hub for local and international
photographers. The school provides workshops, panels, and photo
exhibitions. Safin Hamid has won the First Prize at the ECO Int'l
Festival of Visual Arts in Tehran - 2012.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Hunted by militants from the Islamic State, people from the
Yazidi community have fled to the slopes of Irag’s Mount
Sinjar, where they were caught between the prospects of
starvation and murder at the hands of ISIS.

The Yazidi are a Kurdish-speaking ethnoreligious community
based in northern Irag. They practice a religion influenced
by pre-Islamic Assyrian traditions, Sufi and Shiite Islam,
Nestorian Christianity, and Zoroastrianism.

Yazidis are monotheistic and believe the world was created
by God, who entrusted it to seven angels led by one known
as the Peacock, also called Melek Taus. Melek Taus is the
primary figure in the Yazidi belief system.

Yazidis do not believe in the concept of Hell; for them, all
people have good and evil inside of them. They believe
in internal purification through metempsychosis, a term
referring to the transmigration of souls, and they believe
that the seven angels are occasionally reincarnated into
human form.

Yazidis believe that they are descended directly from Adam
alone, while the rest of humanity comes from both Adam
and Eve.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Safin Hamed Ahmed IRAQ | Safin Hamid is a
Kurdish photojournalist, born in Baghdad in 1973. Safin Hamid
continues to work for AFP (2003) and is the co-founder of the
Framing Photojournalism School, a hub for local and international
photographers. The school provides workshops, panels, and photo
exhibitions. Safin Hamid has won the First Prize at the ECO Int'l
Festival of Visual Arts in Tehran - 2012.
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Contrary to the growing influence of science and rationalism
upon intellectual discourse throughout much of Europe,
Spain in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries remained
firmly entrenched in a belief system of unquestioning
acceptance of divine intervention in everyday life.

This was expressed in the form of miraculous events,
visionary experience, judgment and punishment. Within this
context, Catholic mystical movements flourished, touching
all sectors of society, including the aristocracy, and exerting
a strong influence on medicine, industry, economics, and
politics.

In particular, women mystics were frequently consulted
regarding matters of illness and disease, and politicians from
all levels of government, including monarchs, developed
ongoing communication with these spiritual women.

Photographic essay on the practices of the Christian
religion, on the sacred, on a mystical Spain.

Since time immemorial, religious traditions and pious
representations often inherited from pagan rites have
abounded in this country. It is a Spain right in its roots, where
the savage meets poetry, where satyrs meet idolatrous
Virgins, where kitsch aesthetics takes hold of bondieuseries.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Philippe Taris FRANCE | Philippe was born in Bordeaus,
France. He has been a Photojournalist for more than 35 years at
the “Sud Ouest” newspaper in Bordeaux. Over the past ten years
he has focused on personal work in religious practices in southern
Europe. He has participated in numerous exhibitions: “Famine and
War in Somalia” in 1992, with MSF. “Social movements in France”
at the “Rencontres de la Photographies d’Arles”. He has won the
Canon press Award “Oil spill Spain”.
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Hindu festivals are combinations of religious ceremonies,
semi-ritual spectacles, worship, prayer, illustrations,
processions, music and dances, eating, drinking, lovemaking,
licentiousness, feeding the poor, and other activities of a
religious or traditional character.

The original purpose of these activities was to purify, avert
malicious influences, renew society, bridge over critical
moments, and stimulate or resuscitate the vital powers of
nature (hence the term utsava, meaning both the generation
of power and a festival).

Because Hindu festivals relate to the cyclical life of nature,
they are supposed to prevent it from stagnating. These
cyclic festivals - which may last for many days - continue to
be celebrated throughout India.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM

isidoll L g K
Bac € deladl 93 Jolyl 0 Lugasdl

aJEdlg il O Laudl oo e dewgagll Ul sgall
csbeasgallg (oSlgallg (¥ Lausdlg 3Mally Bslllg (gl
wlygall ploblg ( o salls wnlly (olyidlg plaklly (o 8)lg

cgadladl of L pall e lall Oils da adYl oy a Loyt

o gazxall L yaady dES da asill el e o Ll by sl
Loy ol dmsadl Slasdll  dasig dgedads 5yLall ol sl
Bylie Dela Lia o) dngedall dygundl ol sulas] of oylusyl

(olasee of 48l s Jo5 of witsava

oo Lemiaiy dmdall 8Ll 8900 3o dwgaugll Ol ygall
ol oSang gl clol a5 Lusagll Ly Jausys 35Sl
Bae o Ll saz s

Exhibition continues
6 September - 7 September 2019
Daily 9 AM - 7 PM

Joisuy gay—sall
¥oa Jelif Vo Jelyi 1
2luo V- 5lo 3 Lagy

Exhibition déj__v.gll
9 September - 4 October 2019 Yo Jo¥l payas € - Jolula
Open 24/7 goratll plf IS 1365 3L

77

Anjan Ghosh INDIA | Anjan is a designer by profession
but photography has been his passion ever since he laid his hands
on a camera for the first time in 1995. He believes photography
has the power to portray human emotions and nature in its purest
form. This belief has prompted him to travel all around the globe in
pursuit of capturing these moments and showcasing them.
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Idomeni, a small Greek village at the border with Macedonia
became the center of the news for a sad reason: more than
12,500 refugees were stuck there.

These refugees from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan have been
living in tents, their only protection from the rain and cold
weather, with very little food.

Children get sick every day and their families have one thing
on their minds: To cross the border in search of a better and
brighter future.

They brave the cold weather and wait in line for hours just
to receive a map that can show them the road to “heaven”
called Europe. During the slow hours of the day women sit
inside the tents, men gather for brief chats, while children
play in the muddy paths between the water-soaked shelters.

To make their harsh reality more tolerable they watch
movies in an open-air theatre provided by an international
aid group.

Refugees fear that they are left alone to become the victims

of their own dreams. They have come to realize that there
is no “short-term” solution for their situation.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
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Monday till Friday 9 AM - 7 PM
Saturday 9 AM - 3 PM
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Ali Nouraldin PALESTINE | Ali was born in the Gaza
Strip. By the time he was 17 he was working as a freelancer for
european pressphoto agency, epa. Since then, he has been based
in Gaza covering daily life news events, and the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. His work has been published in The New York Times,
Time, The Guardian, The Los Angeles Times, and others.
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On the outskirts of Georgia’s capital, Tblisi, an abandoned
military hospital from the Soviet era serves as a refuge to
some one hundred and fifty families unable to find jobs and
affordable housing. The occupants represent a fraction of
the nearly quarter million internally displaced people inside
Georgia, who in 1993 and 2008 were forced from their
homes during government clashes with Russian backed
separatists in Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

Local government pays little attention to the building, and
when they do it's to cut off electricity and water, which
residents have diverted through a jerry-rigged lattice of
wires and pipes. Two decades after the conflict, many hold
out hope that they will one day be able to return to their
homeland and reunite with long lost family members.

Jacob Borden USA | Jacobisan American photojournalist
based in Western Massachusetts. His work in the medium began
in 2014 after convincing his hometown National Geographic
photographer John Stanmeyer into being his assistant. He
began an apprenticeship which exposed him to the potential
photography has for social impact. Borden was hired by his
hometown newspaper where he spent the next four years honing
his eye and sense of storytelling.

Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Lebanon witnessed a civil war that lasted for 15 years (1975
- 1990) and caused 150,000 deaths, left around 17,000
missing and forcibly disappeared persons, and hundreds of
thousands of wounded and displaced.

Since the end of the war in 1990, successive Lebanese
authorities have failed to grant the issue of missing and
forcibly disappeared persons the attention required to
resolve it and provide families with information and
closure. They have continued to ignore the claims filed by
the families of those victims since the years of the civil war
until the present time.

The kidnapping operations were carried out by fighting
Lebanese militias, as well as some regional armed forces
that were present in Lebanon.

Wissam'’s project aims at highlighting this humanitarian
cause with the aim of prodding Lebanese officials to assume
their obligations in this regard. It also aspires to support the
struggles faced by the families of the missing and forcibly
disappeared persons, in their demands to them to be
informed about the status of their loved ones.

Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
6 September - 20 September 2019

Monday till Friday 9 AM - 7 PM
Saturday 9 AM - 3 PM
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Wissam Khoury LEBANON | Wissam Khoury is a
photographer, currently based in Beirut. He is a graduate from
a number of educational programs from Lebanon, Russia and
Belarus. He has taken part in many photography exhibitions since
2011. Along with commercial photography, he works on several
long-term documentary projects.
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THE SCOOTER OF DOUMA
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For the past eight years Syria has witnessed armed conflicts
across the country. Hundreds of thousands were killed and
millions were displaced inside and outside Syria. The impact
on the people was devastating.

In my project | will not tackle the issue of death, blood, but
| will speak about the agony of transportation that people
who live in Damascus and the surrounding areas specially
in the city of Douma endure. In 2017, Douma, which is a
part of the province of Ghouta southwest of Damascus, was
considered to be the most dangerous place in the world.

During the battles the government forces burned and
destroyed all means of transportation.

When the battles came, residents of Douma found
themselves with no cars, buses nor any other kind of
vehicles that could take them from one place to another.
They had to use bicycles and motorcycles and invent the
“tortira box” that can carry a family using an old scooter.
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Hasan Belal SYRIA | A 26 years old graduated from
the economics university in Syria. He has been a photographer
since 2011 and is interested in photojournalism. He worked with
agencies and NGOs focusing on post-war stories. He participated
in “Looking for the Truth” photojournalism training program
that was organize by Dar al-Mussawir and in partnership with
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“Thomson Foundation” and the British Council.
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Gaza has been effectively cut off from the outside world
since Hamas took over more than 12 years ago. More than
17, 000 Palestinians were injured during different Israeli
military incursions on the Gaza Strip from 2006 to 2014.
Most of them lost either one or two of their limbs

Young people on crutches have become a common sight on
the streets of Gaza City.

The photo projects are stories of Palestinians who lost their
limbs during different timing by Israeli attacks.

Nidal Rahmi PALESTINE | Nidal is a Palestinian
photojournalist, born in Lebanon in 1986, He is interested in
documentaries and storytelling. He has been working for 11 years
for local and international agencies covering Israeli wars on Gaza
since 2008.

Nidal Alwaheidi PALESTINE | Nidal is a 28-year-old
freelance photographer from the Gaza strip. He has been working
as a cameraman at Al-Najah channel for the past 9 years.

Mariyam Abu Dagga PALESTINE | Mariyam is a
27-year-old photojournalist from the Gaza Strip. She covers events
and aesthetic stories around Gaza.
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Thursday 5 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Gaza Strip’s principal urban center, carries various scars of
war. Since 2006, Gaza has endured one civil war between
Palestinians, three wars between Hamas and Israel and a
crushing blockade - all of which have crippled the economy
and turned the tiny territory into a site of humanitarian
crisis.

Still, the city is vibrant with coffee shops, traffic, clothes
stores, restaurants and children carry on with their innocent
smiles, and full of hopes for a better future.
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Daily 11 AM - 11 PM
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Magdy Koreka PALESTINE | Magdy is a freelance
photojournalist from Gaza Strip. He has won many international
and local competitions most notably, the Sharjah Prize organized
by the Union of Arab Photographers in 2014. Turkish Anadulo
Agency Award first place in 2012 and the China International
Prize in 2015. Magdy has worked with International and local
newspapers as a freelance photographer and currently is working
with the NurPhoto agency.
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FULFILLING A DREAM
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Idamyles, a 26-year-old female Cuban trains every day at a
local gym in Havana to fulfill her dream to represent Cuba
in the Japan 2020 Olympics. The project is an attempt to
highlight her strength, dedication and love for the sport.

The project is dedicated to Idamyles, her fellow boxers and
to all the dreamers across the world.

Rasha Al Jundi JORDAN | Born in Jordan, raised in the
UAE, and educated in Lebanon, Rasha is a 35 year old aspiring
documentary photographer. Over the last 10 years, Rasha has
been working as a humanitarian relief worker in several countries.
Rasha is a self-taught photographer, whose work focuses on the
human condition and stories that showcase our joint humanity.
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While | was working in Egypt, the “Arab Spring Revolt”
erupted. Most media were focused on highlighting the
demands of the population: “freedom of speech, social
equality, and better living conditions”.

Several years later, in 2019, the world was surprised when a
new wave of protests erupted in Algeria and Sudan. In both
countries the population were demanding the same things
the Egyptians had revolted for. But just like in Egypt, women
of Sudan and Algeria who demanded equal rights were often
met with a laconic “this is not the time for women'’s rights,
there are more important priorities”.

Nevertheless, women still go out, still fight and demand
their rights.

In my work as a photojournalist | focused on the big picture,
but whenever possible | shot images of those women who
impressed me.

As an Algerian-French woman | had not expected to see
conservative ladies next to the liberal ones together active,
brave and defiant.

Some were harassed, others silenced, but whatever
happened, these women decided to fight. They decided
to revolt.

As | write this text, the new constitutional declaration that
would cancel all discriminatory laws that affect the women
of Sudan, is expected to be signed during the week of 17
August.
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Amel Pain FRANCE | Amel Pain is the Middle East Bureau
Chief and Head of Global Video with the european pressphoto
agency, epa. Over the years, she has covered breaking and in-
depth stories, besides following changes brought by the Arab
uprisings. She also manages photojournalists in 17 countries in
the region. Amel has previously worked with AFP, AP and Reuters
in Europe, Asia and the Middle East.
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Eman is an Egyptian woman who faced mistreatment and
abuse at the hands of her husband over several years.
Trying to protect herself and her 13 years old daughter, she
attempted to file for a divorce. Her husband attacked them
both with acid.

This story is one of many that stress the need for more
awareness and more stringent laws that would deter partner
violence within Arab societies; violence which targets
mostly women and children leaving permanent scars on
their bodies and on their mental well-being.

Hadeer Mahmoud EGYPT | Hadeerisan Egyptian news
and documentary photographer. She covered many important
stories from the Egyptian revolution; strikes, protests and clashes.
Her work has been published by in The New York Times, The
Amnesty International, Robert Bosch Foundation and Svenska
Dagbladet newspaper. In 2016 she received a grant from the Arab
Fund for Arts and Culture on the “Arab Documentary Photography
Program”.
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LOVE, LOSS AND LONGING
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Sara, Omnia, and Eliane, stories of heartbroken women.

Since the Revolution of January 25, 2011 a large number
of arrests have taken place in Egypt, many of the arrested
went missing. With many couples separated from each
other, stories of love, loss, and hope are told by heartbroken
women.

Many of them found relief in my project, which offered them
the opportunity to talk about their stories and shed light
on their husbands’ situation. Others were afraid that by
participating in the project they might cause problems for
their husbands.

Here are the stories of Sara, Omnia, and Eliane.

Hadeer Mahmoud EGYPT | Hadeeris an Egyptian news
and documentary photographer. She covered many important
stories from the Egyptian revolution; strikes, protests and clashes.
Her work has been published by in The New York Times, The
Amnesty International, Robert Bosch Foundation and Svenska
Dagbladet newspaper. In 2016 she received a grant from the Arab
Fund for Arts and Culture on the “Arab Documentary Photography
Program”.
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GREECE'S DIRTY SECRET
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milantelia Despite EU regulations on coal and the declining profits
s Greece has just made the biggest investment of €1.75bn
for the construction of two plants in the area of Ptolemaida

Greece, Germany, Poland, and Czech Republic accounts for
over a third of the world’s coal production. However, coal
is among the worst sources of air pollutants. In 2012, the
World Health Organization reported that 7 million people
died as a result of exposure to air pollution.

The post-apocalyptic landscape of Ptolemaida is composed
of a black mine which spans 625 square miles. Ptolemaida’s
mine is the biggest in the Balkans and responsible for 30%
of the country’s electricity production.

7/10 deaths in Ptolemaida are due to cancer or
thromboembolic disease. Cancer cases are currently
standing at 30.5% and life expectancy in the region has
been shrinking.

Many sacrifice their health for 680 euros per month, others
had to give up lands and houses engulfed by the mines.
Since 1976, more than 4,000 inhabitants of five villages that
sat on coal reserves have been displaced.

o The National Opening ceremony
Library, Beirut Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Anna Pantelia Greece | Annais a photojournalist
whose work has been published by major media outlets such
as Newsweek, CNN, Al Jazeera, BBC, The Guardian, Vice News
and others. She has worked in Europe, Turkey, South Sudan and
Mozambique with international NGOs such as Medecins Sans
Frontieres, Action Aid, and Save the Children, and has been an
official photographer of CERN between 2012-2014.
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In the memory of those who did not return: Hamda Alaa
Eddine, Nidal Shawish, Issa Abu Hanna Shagara, Yahya
Mohammad Khalayleh, Ayoub Abu Dahesh

These are the names of young workers who went out at
dawn seeking a decent life but never came back. They died
under the rigors of the giant machines. Each year, more than
60 Palestinian workers die while working in construction
sites in the Occupied Territories.

Due to the economic hardship, and political uncertainty
scores of Palestinian Arabs are forced to work in harsh and
unsafe conditions in their own land that was occupied and
confiscated by Israel. The project reflects and describes the
lives of the majority of Palestinian Arabs in the territories
occupied since 1948. They who once owned the land
became employees to the occupiers.

This project aims to raise the Palestinian model to the level
of solidarity with laborers in terms of issues of exploitation
and working conditions.
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Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Mohamed Badarne PALESTINE | Mohamed is a
Palestinian freelance photographer who resides between Haifa
and Berlin. He works for the United Nations and on private
projects. His work presents visual stories about people’s concerns
and the details of their lives. His works have been displayed at the
United Nations in Geneva and New York, among other places, and
purchased by institutions such as Darat El Funoun in Amman, the
ILO and other art centers.

Opening ceremony

Monday 23 September 2019 at 6 PM
AL ] L ‘

2luwa T deludl Y03 Jobol vy o asYl
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12 September - 5 October 2019
Daily 11 AM - 11 PM
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On days when the wind comes from the north, oily filth from
the brick factory chimneys blows over the nearby homes of
laborers, coating everything and everyone in black soot. This
dark, greasy dust haunts the days and nights of the residents
of areas west of the Iragi capital Baghdad, the pollution
something they live with and die from.

Child labour is the rule rather than the exception, industrial
accidents common and mortality rates high. Shifts last
between eight and 10 hours, for a fistful of dinars, barely
enough to keep a large extended family alive.

People die young here, by the time they are in their 40s
they are nearing the end of their lives. Usually it's the lungs
that go first, but kidneys also fail because there is no clean
drinking water and no one can afford to buy bottled water.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Taisir Mahdi IRAQ | Taisir was born in Iraq in 1985. He
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Spanish language and a diploma in
English language from the University of Baghdad. He started
photography in 2006 and focused his work on portraits and
street photography. He has worked for several news agencies and
participated in exhibitions in Iraq and outside. He has won more
than 80 awards for his work.
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In the desert of Minya governorate in Upper Egypt workers
in limestone pits look as though they stepped out of a
blizzard, covered in the white powder of the stones that
are the economic lifeblood of this region.

But the work, paying $7 to $13 a day, is backbreaking — and
dangerous. Labourers in sandals and makeshift masks use
unsheathed rotor blades to gouge the white, fossil-rich rock
into house bricks. They work without safety equipment or
training.

Most of them are young men that have not completed their
primary education. Workers have suffered amputations,
electrocutions and sometimes dying.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Yousef Almuhanna KUWAIT | Yousef was born in
1988, he began his photography career in 2009. He has had
many artistic achievements, most notably winning the Hamdan
Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award of Excellence.
His work has been published internationally and on the National
Geographic website.
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The streets in Sudan are lined with pottery. Every few
hundred meters large clay pots are placed, full of clean
drinking water. And the clay keeps the water cool, even in
the desert’s baking sun.

The age-old tradition of pottery making is a skill passed
down through the generations. But it's a dying tradition.

People sit for hours molding and shaping the pots and
remarkably, most of them look like each other. There’s
barely any difference, yet all of the pots are handmade. Once
molded into shape, the pots are placed in the kiln which is
fired by a huge fire-pit dug into the clay mound.

But plastic seems to be taking over livelihoods and it’s a sad
fate that old traditions like these are doomed. You might
think of it as progress or development but really it sets us
back and with the continuing consumption of plastic we
continue to suffocate our planet - the one true home we
really should be taking better care of.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Faris Tairan KSA | Faris is a member of the International
Federation of Photography “FIAP” and a member of Asir
Photography Club and Tohama Photography Club and the Society
of Culture and Arts in Najran Department of Photography. He
has collaborated with many institutions such as Okaz Foundation
for Press and Publishing. He has participated in several local and
international exhibitions and won many awards in the field of
photography.
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ON THIS EARTH
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| deserve life.

We have on this earth what makes life worth living:
on this earth stands the mistress of the earth
mother of all beginnings, mother of all endings

Her name was Palestine

She became known as Palestine

My Lady, | am deserving,

because you're my Lady

g A — Mahmoud Darwish

Mustafa Thraya
Ly abos
Soliman Hijjy
> olads
Yasser Kodeih
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Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Exhibition continues
6 September - 7 September 2019
Daily 9 AM - 7 PM

Exhibition continues
12 September - 5 October 2019
Daily 11 AM - 11 PM
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Atia Darwish PALESTINE | Atia is a 31-year-old
photojournalist working since 2009. He has been involved in
documenting Israeli crimes against Palestinian victims of the wars
and siege on the Gaza Strip. He has been involved in photography
exhibitions locally and internationally, and has won several local
photography awards as well. He was injured during his coverage
of the events of the Return March on the Gaza border in 2018.

Adel Hana PALESTINE | Adel is a Palestinian photo-
journalist working for the Associated Press. (AP). He has
participated in many exhibitions, and he has received several
awards, including: Best Picture of 1993, the best press coverage
during the war on Gaza, “War of Criterion”, prize in the portrait
category. He was a member of the jury at the Palestine Photography
Prize in Ramallah (2012).

Ayat Argawi PALESTINE | Ayatis a Palestinian freelance
journalist who started working in 2016. She is a fourth year student
in digital media. She has worked with a number of international
agencies. She covers the weekly rallies, the daily confrontations
between the youth and the occupation forces, home demolitions
and martyrs’ funerals in various governorates of Palestine.

Ali Nouraldin PALESTINE | Ali was born in the Gaza
Strip. By the time he was 17 he was working as a freelancer for
european pressphoto agency, epa. Since then, he has been based
in Gaza covering daily life news events, and the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. His work has been published in The New York Times,
Time, The Guardian, The Los Angeles Times, and others.

Mohamed Badarne PALESTINE | Mohamed is a
Palestinian freelance photographer who resides between Haifa
and Berlin. He works for the United Nations and on private
projects. His work presents visual stories about people’s concerns
and the details of their lives. His works have been displayed at the
United Nations in Geneva and New York, among other places, and
purchased by institutions such as Darat El Funoun in Amman, the
ILO and other art centers.
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Mahmoud Issa PALESTINE | Mahmoud is a Palestinian
freelance photographer. He has been working in photography for
the past decade and covered both wars on the Gaza strip in 2012
and 2014. He loves to cover the events and daily life in the Gaza
Strip. He acquired numerous awards throughout his career.

Mustafa Hassona PALESTINE | Mustafa is a Pales-
tinian photographer living in the Gaza Strip, now working with
Anadolu Agency. He has been working as a photographer since
2007, and has worked as a freelance photographer for AFP,
REUTERS, and a number of international press outlets, winning
the POYI 73 prize, Sony World Photography Awards, Malta Photo
Award, and Lens Culture Award for 2018. His photos were among
the best photographs of 2018 chosen by The Guardian.

Mustafa Thraya PALESTINE | Mustafa is a photo-
grapher, videographer and a drone photographer residing in Gaza-
Palestine.

Soliman Hijjy PALESTINE | Soliman Hijjy, aged 31 is a
Palestinian photographer and filmmaker who has been working
with many channels for the past 14 years, newspapers and
international websites. He owns the HQ company for media
production & IT solutions. He has won many international and local
awards, the most recent one being the Hamdan Bin Mohammed
Bin Rashid Award for Photography (eighth session).

Yasser Kodeih PALESTINE | VYasser earned the
Photography Certificate in a Journalism and Media Course
2003. He received the Press and Media Freedom Award from
the Press House, the First Place award in the post-Gaza war
competition from Doha Media Center. He participated in many
local photography exhibitions for the first and second wars on
the Gaza Strip in addition to exhibitions with the Union of Arab
Photographers. He provides photography and photojournalism
training courses.
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THE BATTLE FOR MOSUL
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Ahmed AI-Rubaye IRAQ | Ahmed is an Iragi photo-
grapher who has worked for Agence France Presse (AFP) for more
than 18 years. He is a member of the Iragi Journalists Syndicate, a
member of the Union of Arab Photographers, and a member of the
Iragi Association of Photography. He is one of the founders of the
Iragi Journalists Photographers Association. He has participated
in many Iragi and international exhibitions, and has won many
awards in Iraq and abroad. He covered events in Iraq from 2003
to the present, and the events in Libya in 2011. He was one of
the first photojournalists to be at the center of the battles against
ISIS in Iraq.
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Hall, Beirut
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When fighters with the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria swept
across Iraq in 2014, the largest prize they claimed was the
city of Mosul. With a population of 600,000 inhabitants,
Mosul became the largest population center under ISIS
control, a key source of prestige and the group’s claim that
it is building a state.

In October 2016, the Iragi government announced the
launch of a military operation to retake Mosul, and nine
month later it reclaimed the city. The battle, was marked
by fierce urban combat, the use of small drones, suicide
vehicles, the discovery of Islamic State atrocities and other
horrific tactics.

Tens of thousands of Iragis have been killed and wounded,
and minority groups, such as Yazidis and Christians, have
faced outright genocide. Although Mosul has now returned
to the control of the central government hundreds of
thousands of Iraqgis are stranded in refugee camps, awaiting
an uncertain future.

Many people are just happy to be freed of ISIS, while others
who have lost their homes are asking, what is left for their
lives after this?

Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 6 PM
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THE FADE OF A CALIPHATE'S DREAM

Frédéric Lafargue
[SLILICETSARE

Q Leila Solh Hamadeh

116

The battle ended in the darkness when Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) fighters launched their final ground assault
against the Islamic State’s last stronghold, south to Deer
Ez Zor,

My colleague Nicolas and | managed to accompany the
fighters and have firsthand access to the frontline.

Some 7,000 Islamic fighters were still entrenched in the
village of Baghuz. Among these fighters were French
nationals.

At sunrise we saw women and children who had fled the
battle. Only a few men were there.

A Kurdish fighter took us to a woman and said: “She’s
French.”

She was the wife of French militant Quentin Lebrun, who
was in charge of the IS’s French language propaganda.
Lebrun was a few yards away.

As | saw him | was amazed. “He looked like Christ”. He
accepted to speak to us. A few hours later, we called
Lebrun’s family in France and two days later we visited them
in Toulouse.

Lebrun’s parents are now struggling to rescue their
grandchildren from the “hell” that their son has put them in.

Opening ceremony

Hall, Beirut Thursday 5 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Frédéric Lafargue FRANCE | Frédéric was born in
Bordeaux in 1968. He began his photojournalism career in 1988
at a local newspaper. He joined Gamma photo agency as a staff
photographer in 1997, covering international news, celebrities,
and sports. Since 2001, his work has become increasingly focused
on the conflicts in the Middle East. He worked extensively in Iraq,
the Palestinian Territories, Syria, and Iran. His images have been
published in most major newspapers and magazines around the
world.
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GILETS JAUNES ROCKS PARIS
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Raphaél Lafargue
[ALERCLS
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A grassroots citizens' protest movement began in early
November, 2018 in Paris against a planned rise in the tax
on diesel and petrol.

The movement was named “gilets jaunes” (yellow vests)
because protesters wear the fluorescent yellow high-vis
jackets that all motorists must by law carry in their cars. But
what began as a fuel tax protest has now morphed into a
wider anti-government movement.

This photo reportage shows some major events of the
Yellow Vest demonstrations like the attack against the Iconic
French restaurant Fouquet along at the Champs Elysees,
and the attack against of the Arc of Triumph. During the
coverage the biggest observation | made was “the class
hatred between most of the Parisians and the Yellow Vests
protesters. Most of the Yellow Vests men hail from rural
areas in France”.

Although the movement carries remnants the French
Revolution unlike previous French protests, it sprang up
online through petitions and was organized by ordinary
working people posting videos on social media, without a
set leader, trade union or political party behind it.

Raphaél Lafargue FRANCE | Raphaélisayoung French
photojournalist, known for his extensive coverage of the social
upheavals taking place across France. He has covered the Yellow
Vest movement since its appearance. He also works as a freelancer
for a variety of news agencies. His work has been published in
major outlets like Paris Match, and Le Monde.
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Hall, Beirut
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LEBANON'’S PRISONS
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Haitham Moussawi
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Haitham Moussawi LEBANON | Haitham is a
photojournalist and the head of the photography department, at
Al-Akhbar Newspaper since it was establishment and is a freelance
photographer at Agence France Presse (AFP) since 1996. He has
worked at international magazines and newspapers, participated
in several international exhibitions, and won international awards.
He was selected among the top 23 photographers in the world in
Italy (2006). He participated in several photographic books and in
a documentary in which he was able to photograph all the prisons
for the first time in Lebanon.
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Friday 6 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Prison conditions in Lebanon do not match international
standards, in terms of justice, punishment, social and
correctional aspects. Lebanon’s two central prisons in
Roumieh and Zahle are the only structures designed to be
official jails. The 27 other prisons across the country are
designed to be either police stations or warehouses.

Officially and according to International standards prisons
should accommodate 1,500 inmates. But penitentiaries are
currently overcrowded and the number exceeds 6,000.

Most of the prisons are located in basements of military
barracks and centers of the security forces or in old Serails
dating back to the Ottoman era.

They do not have the sufficient, light and ventilation such
as the prisons of Nabatiyeh, Jeb Jenin, Rashaya, Halba,
Zgharta, Jbeil and Jezzine. The prisons of Baalbek, Tibnin,
Aley, Zahle are dedicated for women.

Because of the overcrowded prisons sewerage is considered
to be the most prominent problem. Most of the buildings’
pipelines are designed to serve less than half of the sewage
current rate.

Prisons also suffer from acute shortage of fresh drinking
water, or water used for bathing and washing clothes.

Medical services in prisons are inadequate, prisoners suffer
from lack of sleeping, eating, leisure areas and meeting
places. Prisoners also complain from quality of food
provided by the administration.

Some claim that food contains dirt and insects. More over
the food is served without trays, plates, and does not reach
them in the appropriate containers.

Prisoners also criticize the prison authorities and guards
in tackling there day to day affairs without a clear legal or
administrative standards.

The prisons suffer from a lack of educational activities,
sports, and mental treatment programs.
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GAZA HOSPITAL
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Chérine Yazbeck

In 2016, | visited Gaza Hospital in Beirut for the first time
while | was reporting on a story. At first, | didn't realize that
the building was a former hospital. | was both intrigued and
terrified. It was a part of the Lebanese war | wasn't quite
aware of. | had in mind the massacre of Sabra and Chatila
and some blurry events such as the “War of the Camps” but
| didn't really spend much time delving deeper into these
stories.

| started imagining the hospital being plundered through
the years by militia men and its equipment reused or sold.
Refugees began occupying the different floors and built a
community that is still based in that same dramatic location.

| took photos with a compact Leica so that | could capture
reality in a reportage-style while remaining discreet.

As one tenant puts it “everyday water infiltrates the concrete
and the metal upon which the building structure relies is
completely rusted. | fear that someday my relatives and |
will die under the rubble”. Yet, their pleas fall on deaf ears!

The Gaza Hospital story speaks to the ongoing denial of a
country that still refuses to tackle its own war history.

Q Dar Al Mussawir, Beirut Opening ceremony
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Thursday 19 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Chérine Yazbeck LEBANON | Bornin 1970 in Beirut,
Chérine started shooting at an early age keeping her Canon AE1
with her wherever she would go. She exhibited her first work
in Paris, then participated in a collective exhibition with Ashkal
Alwane, where she showcased a dramatic post-war work ‘The
Cemetery of Martyrs' in 1996. In 2013, she unveiled, photographs
shot in the aftermath of the Lebanese civil war, ‘Beirut Destroy’.
She released 6 books documenting food, travel, civil war and
nature. As a reporter, she covered many stories that inspire her
artistic work.
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THE LAST BEIRUT FISHERMEN

STANDING
Jgioln agyu galin

Marwan Naamani
Slasi ylase

Q Corniche Ain
Mreiseh, Beirut

The project pays tribute to Beirut's fishermen who are still
fighting to keep their trade alive.

From Ain Mraisseh, to Jal al-Bahr, to Manara and Daliyeh,
scores of fishermen, some of them who have been doing it
for more than 50 years, are conquering all the difficulties
with their love for the sea.

In the past the coast of Beirut was an attractive and
picturesque area, but as urban development spread its
tentacles, it spoiled the charm of the place.

However, fishermen still draw up their boats there, the
infinite call of the ocean is still heard, and the wavelets still
lap on the beaches. Hence, there still remains a small corner
of poetry and nostalgia, even though it is almost crushed by
the background of towering hotels and business towers and
luxury residential buildings.

If only this humble nook had been allowed to stay as it once
was!

Opening ceremony
Saturday 7 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Marwan Naamani LEBANON | Marwan joined Reuters
in Beirut after graduating from the Lebanese American University
in 1986. He joined Agence France Presse (AFP) in 1997 in Cyprus
then, moved with AFP to Cairo in 2002. In 2003 he was named
Baghdad photo coordinator and 2006 returned to Lebanon. In
2008 he was appointed as AFP chief photographer for the Gulf
Region in Dubai. In 2017 he joined the German New Agency
(DPA), Beirut where he also works as a photojournalism trainer
and freelance photographer at Dar Al Mussawir.
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A FISHERMAN'S TALE FROM SAIDA
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Rola Jawad
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Q Khan El Franj, Saida
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The project is the first part of a photography documentary
tackling the fishing profession in the city of Saida.

The relationship between Saida and fishing is an organic
one that goes back to bygone times. Maybe Saida has been
given its name after the fishing profession - in Arabic “sayd”.
There is no meaning for this port city without its fishermen.

This project documents the lives of the fishermen that still
inhabit the historical old town overlooking their harbor.
These fishermen inherited this profession from their fathers
and grandfathers since the times of the Phoenicians.

For some of them it is a love for the sea, freedom and
adventure, for others, it is just a profession.

Today, there are two hundred fishermen working on 140
boats. They work hard to preserve this aspect of Saida’s
cultural heritage despite the natural and man-made
challenges they face every day. Unless serious measures
are taken to support their daily struggle, this heritage will
soon be lost.

Opening ceremony

Saturday 14 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Rola Jawad LEBANON | Rola holds a BA in Computer
Science from the American University of Beirut. She worked in
aviation for 15 years before she became a full-time photographer
in 2013. She participated in a number of exhibitions, including
‘Looking for the Truth’, a program organized by Dar Al-Musawwir
in collaboration with Thomson Foundation and the British Council
(2018). She won photography awards, including the first in the
competition “Beauty of Lebanon through its Heritage”, organized
by Gibran Tueni Foundation (2015).
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YEMENI WOMEN

WITH FIGHTING SPIRITS
dyylaall agyl @l diiagl il

Amira Alsharif
iy il 3 ys0l

Q Station, Beirut
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My ongoing project, “Yemeni Women with Fighting Spirits,”
sheds light on underreported sides of Yemeni life: “How,
we, Yemeni women fight the war by caring for those who
surround us —our partners, parents, children, relatives,
neighbors and society at large”.

| intend to share a visual legacy of Yemeni women who
thrive beyond the clutches of conflict, politics, and
patriarchy. In essence, our legacy reflects a present and
future documented through the lens of peace, not war.

Despite the bloody conflict, malnutrition, poverty and
epidemics in Yemen, life still blooms and spirits still fight.
The reality is that all despite starved bodies we still deal
with the universal aspects of daily life.

This reality defined my approach to visual storytelling.

| want the world to see the beauty of our suffering country.
How Yemenis still shine hope and find love among the ruins
of airstrikes.

| want to inspire audiences to see themselves in the shoes
of Yemenis.

| want you to see the humanity first, and the warzone
second.

Opening ceremony

Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Amira Alsharif YEMEN | Over the last 16 years,
photographer Amira Al-Sharif has covered wars, conflicts, and daily
life in Yemen. She has received project grants from the Magnum
Foundation, Prince Claus Foundation, and Arab Fund for Arts
and Culture (AFAC). She has online photo essays with National
Geographic, The Washington Post and The Guardian. She holds
a diploma in documentary photography & photojournalism from
ICP (2010 graduate).
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AMONG YOU
psiy Lo s

M’hammed Kilito

Q Station, Beirut
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This project is a reflection on the choice of a personal
identity for Moroccan youth based on a selection of
portraits of young people who take their destinies into their
own hands.

These individuals have the courage to choose their own
realities, often pushing the limits of society further. Whether
through their creative activities, their appearance, or their
sexuality, they convey the image of a young Morocco - alert,
changing, claiming the right to be different and celebrating
diversity.

These young people, whose minds embody the resistance
of a palm tree - a tree adapted to the harshest Moroccan
climatic conditions - defy the conservative and traditional
norms of Moroccan society on a daily basis. They cultivate
their private oasis despite the obstacles they encounter in
a country that they feel is not progressing at the same pace
as they are, and they are inspiring others along the way.

M’hammed Kilito MOROCCO | Mhammed is a
Moroccan photographer based in Rabat. Through his work
he explores, questions and tries to understand the societal
transformations taking place in Morocco. His photographs offer a
sensitive and critical reading on concepts related to socio-political
themes such as divisions based on class and heritage, migration,
identity and social determinism.

Opening ceremony

Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
11 September - 29 September 2019
Tuesday to Sunday 11 AM - 7 PM
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The loss of connection to our home country is a fundamental
loss - it is the loss of ourselves. This is why our desire to
return home may be understood as the ultimate nostalgia,
the end of our voyage, the healing of our wounds.

This project explores the different dimensions of nostalgia
within Syrians currently living in Lebanon. It's the sum of
our conversations, the exploration of how we struggle with
the desire to return home - or not to - and the many doubts
that come along with it. It is a hint of the complexity of one’s
decision and aims to raise the question of what happens
next.

With the global push for the return of Syrians ‘back home/,
what will be the consequences when the power of choice
is taken away?

Nostalgia comes from two Greek words; nostos “return
home,” and algos “pain”.

Is it the pain of being away from home or is it the pain of
returning home?

Nadine Al Koudsi SYRIA | Nadine Al Koudsi was born
in Damascus and raised in Dubai, she is Syrian/Iraqi and has lived
between Canada and the United Arab Emirates. She studied
graphic design and photography at the American University in
Dubai and seeks to use photography as a medium to tell stories
and shed light on social issues affecting people during and after
war.
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Opening ceremony
Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
11 September - 29 September 2019
Tuesday to Sunday 11 AM - 7 PM
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DESCRIBE THE SKY FOR ME
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Roger Mokbel LEBANON | Roger is a Lebanese
biotechnology engineer who found in photography a means of
self-expression. He spent twelve years of his life abroad before
coming back to Lebanon in 2014. Feeling inspired by the chaotic
urban landscapes, photography was his tool to advocate for social
justice. He was selected for the Arab Documentary Photography
Program (2018/2019) in which he completed one of his first
photography projects.

Opening ceremony

Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Lay your head where my heart used to be
Hold the earth above me
Lay down on the green grass

Remember when you loved me...

Don'’t say goodbye to me

Describe the sky to me

And if the sky falls, mark my words
We'll catch mocking birds.

In Tom Waits’ song, the deceased lover is asking his
graveyard’s visitor to simply describe the sky to him,
something supposedly granted, something that he misses.
Under the Yerevan Bridge in Bourj Hammoud - Lebanon,
one of the most densely populated areas in Lebanon, the
feeling is the same for a population ‘buried alive".

This project is a deep-dive underneath the alien structure
of the Yerevan highway bridge. For the sake of so-called
modernization and urban development, they are now also
deprived from their basic right of accessing light.

Focusing on the Bourj Hammoud case, the project aims at
highlighting the dysfunctional urban planning in Lebanon,
and some might argue in the Arab world. This documentary
work seeks to reveal, through urban landscapes, the struggle
of the individuals living in these landscapes.
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The abandoned cinemas in Amman... The project is an
attempt to revive the memory of a cultural identity that
helped in the formation of a city and a generation in the
1970s and 1980s. In downtown Amman, more than 15
cinemas showed a variety of films every day. The programs
were published in the daily newspapers and the spectators
were from all ages and gender. Cinemas played an important
role in the development of the aesthetic sense of its people.
We stand with sadness and anger in front of the pictures
of deserted movie theaters. It is sad and cruel to lose the
city’s old cinemas that cease to exist with the last frame of
each movie... THE END.

These are the names of cinemas in downtown Amman
that | still remember: Fayoumi / Dunia / Granada / Petra
/ Al Hamra / Zahran / Basman /Raghadan / Versailles /
Jordan / Tents / Al Hussein / Prince / Palestine / Amman
/ Al Kawakeb.

Raed Asfour JORDAN | Raedis a photographer, director,
artistic curator and co-founder of Al Balad theatre in Jordan.
His pictures has been exhibited in Jordan and Egypt including
“Barbwires”, his first solo exhibition in 2017, held in “Darat al-
Fonoun” in Jordan and “The End” at the Amman Image Festival in
2017. He is the Executive director of the Arab Theatre Training
Center in Lebanon.
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Exhibition continues
6 September - 7 September 2019
Daily 9 AM -7 PM

Exhibition
9 September - 14 September 2019
Daily 10 AM - 7 PM
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A cooperation project between Dar al-Mussawir, Beirut, and
Ecole Supérieure des Arts Visuels de Marrakech (ESAVM)
within SMArt program supported by FDDM. The program
included an exchange of six young and emerging talents
in photography and video to initiate a dynamic cultural
exchange between Lebanon and Morocco and to allow
opportunity for young artists in photography from both
countries to explore projects on mountain areas themes
that touch on environment, agriculture, global warming,
water resources, migration, globalization in markets and
production, cultural landscapes, biodiversity, the encounter
of human and the mountain.

The project is the third collaboration between Dar al-
Mussawir and SMArt program following a Lebanese-Swiss
artistic exchange in 2016 and artistic residency in Bellwald,
Switzerland in 2019.

SMArt was launched in 2014 by The Foundation for
Sustainable Development in Mountain Regions (FDDM)
in coherence with the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) strategy to promote intercultural and
artistic exchange with the countries of the South and East.
It relies on an extensive network of institutional and cultural
partners in Switzerland and around the world.
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Opening ceremony
Thursday 3 October 2019 at 6 PM
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Abderrahmane Marzoug MOROCCO | Designer
and artistic director in a digital solution agency, Abderrahmane is
passionate about graphic art and the outdoors. “My photographic
research uses the landscape to create timeless invitations to
meditation and reflection with serene and contemplative images,
exploring our relationship with the natural world, often using long
exposures taken at dusk to capture details that the human eye is
not able to perceive easily, highlighting the complexity and the
importance of these places.”

Ashraf Mtaweh LEBANON | Artistand filmmaker based
in Beirut. He holds a BS in Computer Sciences and a BAin Cinema
Studies. Since 2010, he has been mainly focused on filmmaking and
got the chance to write, direct and produce several documentaries,
advertisements, feature films, several award winning shorts, and a
TV series which aired in 2015. He was selected for BeMA Jezzine,
an artistic residency, during which Ashraf produced a 5-channel
video installation entitled “On Fingertips”

Hussam Hawwa LEBANON | Hussam has been
actively using his film SLR camera for 20 years and has held several
personal and collective exhibitions. His style speaks of “Bressonic”
moments, with subjects mainly found in urban streets, rural
areas, and nature. He ran the photography club at the American
University of Beirut, and gave photography training sessions in
projects such as the After Lahza project with The Image Festival
Association - Zakira, teaching young Palestinian and Lebanese
youth photography.

Ziad Naitaddi MOROCCO | Born 1995 in Rabat-
Morocco. A self-taught visual artist. Since 2013, he devoted
his time to photography through cinematic research which he
explores through the forms of documentary and science fiction.
His work has been exhibited in many international photographic
events and galleries such as Dakar Biennale among others.
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Ziad Hage LEBANON | Hageis a freelance photographer
who seeks and renders different photographic subjects with a
conceptual approach away from the traditional. He studied
Advertising, and received a Bachelor’s in Communication Arts
and Journalism. He began practicing photography and working
as a journalist. He has taken part in various local, regional and
international events.

Zahrin Kahlo MOROCCO | zahrin was born in Morocco
into a Berber/Hispanic family. At the age of five she left her native
country and spent all her childhood moving between Spain and
Italy. After receiving a degree in Foreign Literature, she began to
travel to countries described by her favorite writers (Argentina,
Iran, Turkey, Egypt, ...). It was then that her love for photography
began and she started Art Studies at the Academy of Fine Arts of
Brera in Milan with a focus on Orientalist Photography.

Zahrin Kahlo  glals 433

UMy dgagalaall Olyylaall Mbas Ehegigall yagadl L6
o d8leally Lolodl 98 (8 us gy doys e Loy
oo sl 6l o asaS adac LS adll yggedl dylas

A dgully da d8illy ddall B Jeall

alsl Jool pa alla) Suls [ o33l RIS gy
Ledsab IS wobdy dwalsdl 8 0y Lol Lasly &ysle dumpg
w3 o3l 8 ales e Lo an Ly Lilew] o Liio
sz ll) o-Ladall Lyl Laaog ol Jgadl digane saull Olay
3-8 ¢ 8t giodll sygaill Lo Ty g (oma09 LiS3io oli-ls
e 355 go 5 33en 8 Eliandl o ill dsanslST 6 o all dal)s

i Bl zeadl 5 ysad]



ARTERY
EXPERIMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHY
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An artery, trying to sustain life

struggles to make its way, and loses direction many times...
Life moves within it once

and then loses course countless times...

Silence is its temperament and screaming is its only outlet...
Alas, there is no one to respond...

But those who seek to obstruct its route...

It shall never stop, but it certainly will continue within the
life it has vitalized...

Inside that artery.

Ayman Lotfy EGYPT | Ayman holds a fellowship in Fine
Arts Photography from both the British Society and the Malta
Society of Professional Photographers. He began his artistic career
in 1998, and the camera led him to a new world of modern art
starting his own style of experimental, conceptual and surreal
photography. He has participated in regional and international
exhibitions and has received many awards, including Best Photo
at the Master China International Biennale in 2010. He is also an
international arbitrator.
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Opening ceremony
Monday 9 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
10 September - 14 September 2019
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Closed Sundays
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AT THIS PLACE,

UNTIL THE FALL OF NIGHT
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Badr Safadi This collection of photographs contemplates the idea of
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Degree in photography.
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GARDEN OF EDEN
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Ali Haji and Maryam Jamal collaborate to create a series that
pushes against the anti-feminist themes entrenched in one
of the oldest and most retold tales of our time. This series,
heavily inspired by the work of Markus Akesson, reimagines
the scriptural account of Eve, and her seduction by the
snake into committing what many cultures consider to be
the Original Sin. The series puts Eve’s emotional turmoil on
display, as she experiences Curiosity, Fear, Shame (of having
listened to the snake), Dismay, and then finally, a complete
surrender to having been seduced.

While the narrative details of the story aren’t set in stone,
and are often left to interpretation, it still runs in the
background of contemporary culture as many of us know
it. It is fascinating that the First Sin is often associated with
Eve the Woman, rather than Eve the “Human Being”. Instead
of the common narrative being that “human beings are weak
and easily seduced”, we've shifted to “women are weak and
easily seduced”.
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Sunday 8 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Ali Haji BAHRAIN | Started as an automotive photographer
for a local magazine before moving into other kinds of commercial
work. His unrelenting yearning for constant development led him
towards artistic and conceptual experimentation.

Maryam Jamal BAHRAIN | Artist and designer living
in Bahrain. Her inspiration stems from her love for the new and
unusual, her surroundings and what she surrounds herself with,
be it different cultures, fashion, or stories. She is known for her
penchant for colorful abstractions, lush textures, and conceptual
experimentation.
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THE RIVER THAT CARRIED ME

Betty Ketchedjian
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Betty Ketchedjian’s “The River that Carried Me” is a
contemplation of the intimacy shared between a couple and
its subsequent loss. It focuses on an array of gestures in a
series compromising of mixed media installations, individual
images, and a video piece.

The lack of any portrait shots, and the sole emphasis on
hands as a medium of expression further strengthens the
concept; a mere gesture that speaks volumes. In her mixed
media installations and photo compositions, Ketchedjian
presents the setting along with the main gestures, providing
a background story that draws the viewer in and puts them
amidst the scene instead of just being spectators. We feel
for the couple with each connection or separation. It's a
story narrated with no words, just emotion.

In some of the image collages, the emptiness and stillness
of the background comes as a contrast to the warmth and
intimacy conveyed in the accompanying hand gestures,
as if a memory of what once was verses what now is. And
between the former and the current, a vivid story evidently
exists.

Betty Ketchedjian LEBANON | Bettyis a Beirut-based
visual artist and photographer. She graduated with a Masters in
Photography from London College of Communication in 2014,
and since then has participated in group exhibitions in London,
Shanghai and Beirut. In September 2018, she won the Byblos Bank
Award for Photography for her project “Namesake”, and had her
first solo exhibition in May 2019 with the project “The River That
Carried Me”. Her work uses both digital and analog photographs as
well as moving images and sound installations to explore notions
of the self and identity, while also questioning human behavior in
social contexts.
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'™M NOT HERE, I'M NOT THERE
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Farzin Foroutan
Fosd (3

Q Station, Beirut
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In every corner of the world, everyone has a place that they
identify as home.

A few years ago, | left my hometown to continue my
education in other cities. Whenever | return to my
hometown, | find that | no longer have a sense of intimacy
to places in my city, they are no longer “home”. All those
places seem unfamiliar.

For me, a home can be anywhere, whenever you open a
door; there is a home. A home with the same incredible
sense of belonging.

Farzin Foroutan IRAN | Farzin Foroutan (born in 1992)
is an lranian-based artist who has primarily worked in the medium
of photography. He received his M.A. in Visual Arts and Visual
Communications Design from EMU University of Cyprus. He has
participated in various exhibitions around the world including the
USA, Spain, England, Switzerland, France, Italy, and Hungary.

Opening ceremony

Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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CAPTURING CHAQOS
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Hanan Hindawi
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Q CUB Gallery, Beirut
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Itis clear throughout Hanan Hindawi’s work that she is very
comfortable being both the photographer and the subject.
She aspires to create imagery that stretches beyond a
mere still shot, where she employs her being—body and
soul—along with a camera and some basic props that
she finds around her home and neighbourhood, creating
photographs that are thought-provoking and which sprout
from everything around her and within her.

In Capturing Chaos, Hindawi sheds light on external
conflicts existing in the society she grew up in and on how
the residue trickled into her sub consciousness, forming
a version of herself that she is in constant struggle with.
She explores topics like oppression, challenging societal
pressures and outdated ideologies, frustration, physical and
metaphorical death, anxiety and depression, among others.

Despite her young age, Hanan’s work can be described
as eerie, dark, and at times, macabre. Though it may be
considered controversial in a generally conservative society,
one cannot deny the underlying beauty and charm that her
images evoke.

Opening ceremony

Sunday 8 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Hanan Hindawi PALESTINE | Hanan is a 17 year
old Palestinian refugee living in Shatila camp in Lebanon. She is
interested in arts and social sciences. About a year and half ago,
she started making self-portraits inspired by personal or social
issues. She acquired her skills in photography thanks to classes
she took about three years ago at Dar Al Mussawir.
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Paola Farran
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This project seeks to explore our sense of self within
a society: If we were alone, would we act the same? In
the absence of societal expectation and oppression, are
we capable of being more vulnerable? The subjects of
these photographs find themselves on an old couch in
an abandoned villa. They are prompted to see this piece
of furniture as a fictional place where they will spend 24
hours in isolation, and in which they can exercise complete
control over dress, activity, pose and props. Later, subjects
are invited to reflect on their feelings of the experience,
excerpts of which have been used to fashion captions for
each image.

Paola Farran CANADA | A multidisciplinary Canadian
artist, born in Beirut and currently living in Amman. Throughout
her nomadic life, she has been inspired by the art and culture of
indigenous people, which naturally transpire through her creations.
In addition to paintings, sculptures and creating up-cycled works,
one of her favored modes of expression is photography.

o CUB Gallery, Beirut Opening ceremony
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Sunday 8 September 2019 at 6 PM
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GHOSTS OF WHAT WAS OR
COULD HAVE BEEN

Ja plg gla Lo gu walyhl

Tahani Al Hathili
WECIE

The faded figures, muted tones, chalk drawings—all against
a humble background—tell stories of a motherless child and
a childless mother. One would stand before the pieces and
see an orphan who lost her mother, another who longs for
an embrace she never felt, and a mother who would give
anything to take those little shoes out of the closet once
more.

With the aid of digital manipulation and a strong sense of
scenery composition, Tahani portrays a silent mourning and
a lingering wish of a reunion. She sheds light on an aspect of
life that is recurring quite frequently, now more than ever,
in a war-torn world. Ghosts: all that they can't see, all what
they can still feel.

Tahani Al Hathili OMAN | Tahani holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Document Management and Archives and received the
Second place award in the conceptual photography theme of the
Sharjah Arab Image Award in its fourth session.

Q CUB Gallery, Beirut Opening ceremony
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Sunday 8 September 2019 at 6 PM
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A MAN IS A MEMORY
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Ibrahim Ezzat
Oie paalyl

Q Station, Beirut
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The project is about letters between my parents. They were
written during a period of five years while my father worked
abroad, before his marriage to my mother and after.

The challenge was to keep their story and their relationship
during a period when communication was much slower.

It made me want to study the letters between my parents
and to understand more about them, their youth, about
myself and my childhood.

It also helped me to understand the need to keep material
things, and the source of my thoughts and beliefs about
‘love’.

Ibrahim Ezzat EGYPT | An Egyptian Photojournalist
based in Paris. Ibrahim’s career began after the January 25th
revolution in Egypt. He has covered various subjects, ranging from
the aftermath of the Egyptian revolution to economic issues in the
region. His work focuses heavily on the social issues and realities
among marginalized communities. His photos have been featured
in international agencies and magazines.

Opening ceremony
Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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FIGURES ANATOMY
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Khaled Bakkora
8555k A

| have always been curious in capturing moments where
people react to music. | believe expression goes beyond
words, and meaningful communication could simply happen
in silence. For this project, | asked different people from
different cultural backgrounds to sit down and listing to
ambient dark music of my choice, | did not ask them how to
pose. Because the aim was to get the real face expression
after being exposed for hours to music, they expressed
their inner feelings in complete silence and diversity from
sadness, anger and horror, to peace, stillness and joy.

Khaled Bakkora SYRIA | Khaled was born in 1988.
The war is Syria affected his life. He lost his job, education and
family connection for six years. His interest in photography started
eight years ago. His move to Dubai helped him to take more steps
in the field of photography. He is a member of the Union Arab
Photographers. His work has been published and exhibited in
several countries.

o CUB Gallery, Beirut Opening ceremony
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Sunday 8 September 2019 at 6 PM
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THE SUITCASE

Alhasan Yousef
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| have a suitcase; I've always wished that it was bigger so
that it could accommodate everything | own. My friendly
clothes, my identity, my tools, and the gifts from those |
loved. Every day in Damascus, | walk on the tiles of the
house, tiles that are striped like wires. | shrink like a naked
fetus in the “womb” of my suitcase. | dream to be an object
allowed to pass the airport security checks. | catch my
breath and wish my heart won't beat so | won't get caught.
My suitcase wasn't big enough to accommodate my feet.

Alhasan Yousef SYRIA | Alhasanisa Syrian photographer
and filmmaker. He grew up between France and Syria before
receiving his degree in IT engineering. During Alhasan’s career
as an actor, his passion for photography grew. He started taking
photography workshops and working as a photographer. After
5 years of experience in theatre and photography, especially
after making his short film “Colorless” he entered the world of
filmmaking. In 2017, He enrolled as a student at The Lebanese
University now in his last year of filmmaking study, he also started
the “Kino AY” label for his work.

Opening ceremony

Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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NO JUDGMENT
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“I'm not a writer neither a poet

not a photographer neither a visual artist
| am what | am

nothing, something, and everything

I am who | am

no one, someone, and everyone

| have attempted to capture the common feminine parts of a
female’s body while revealing her as a “timeless sculpture”.

The full whiteness of the background collides with the
body to make the content of the body and its momentum
irritation, appear almost transparent.

It is the flesh which draws the shaped feminine lines on this
white background, yet the same curved lines can take us on
different intended moods.

A single thin line joins all moods together,

it is the same line that holds the flesh,

it is the line of the body.

An exchange with my daughters who are 5 years old.

| had asked them to draw aside several try-outs, which | then
filtered over my images.

They cannot be purer than this.”
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SHADOWS FROM ABOVE
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Ahmad Dawood
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168

“| wish to be a shadow, so | can understand what shadows
say,’ Taha Hussein said in in novel Duaa al-Karwan.

A famous Arabic proverb says: “If a man dies he has sacrificed
his shadow, because when he dies his shadow fades.”

The shadow is linked to the spirit and to eternity.

This project is of several photographs where the origin
diminishes to give more space to the shadow, giving it more
significance and meaning. The human eye immediately sees
the shadow before noticing the origin.

A secondary shadow appears next to the main shadow to
prod the imagination of viewers and provoke them to search
for some unlimited explanations.

Shadow is always associated with a light source, and the two
have an ambiguous relationship. It is linked to the concept of
transfiguration, reflection, appearance, truth, and the idea
of origin and branch.

Shadow is also the other “person” that lies inside us and is
the mysterious creator of our all talents.
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Ahmad Dawood EGYPT | Ahmad is an engineer,
storyteller and photographer. He has won many local awards
in the field of photography, including First place in the 9th and
11th edition of the Jordan International Festival, the First place in
the 12th and 13th competition of al-Sawy Culture photography
competition. First place in Sharjah Arab Photo Award, Award of
Martyr Ahmed Bassiouny at the Youth Salon and the Jury Prize in
the 8th and 9th edition of the Nile Salon for Photography.

Opening ceremony
Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM

asidoll aL_iiayl g4 ;
eac € deludl Y13 Jolyi 0 ugasdl

JU (3l aisd olidg jolss wisge | )—a0 Agla Aoal
Aol Lgzo Ldlesisall Jloms 6 ddoally dgonall 5152l a5l
4B a8 Jodls Mlg 31 Bysall Jsull yaydl lasge
8y9-all &8yLadl 835l 8 Js¥lg Al \L!I - szl golall
o 835 woladl o llo (18 Josun sanl o adl 335l &gl

Adlg A UJMIHM Sl e llo Q_Q Sl

Exhibition continues
6 September - 7 September 2019
Daily 9 AM - 7 PM

Joluy ja)soll
¥ Jsli v - Jolii 1
2lua V- B lo A Lzagy

Exhibition Jaj—=oll
9 September - 4 October 2019 Y0 Jo¥l payas € - Jolula
i £ omall LT JS 15105 5L



WADI AL HASA
wall (galg

Avery Edelman
Sldal sl

Between the rigid and the fluid, Avery Edelman’s
photography explores different landscapes, be it natural or
human-made, whilst accounting for the various geometric
patterns forming within.

In this project, Wadi Al-Hasa in Jordan (also known as Zered
during Biblical times), Edelman takes certain elements out of
their usual, wider habitat, in a manner that highlights both
linear lines and hard angles.

Edelman states that the valley, which stretches from Jordan’s
desert plains down to fertile lands south of the Dead Sea,
takes wanderers on a journey through diverse canyons
whose colourful, time-stained walls evoke eras long gone.
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Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Exhibition continues
6 September - 7 September 2019
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Avery Edelman USA | Avery Edelman is an American
photographer from Woodstock, New York. He spent the last four
years living in Jordan, where he worked in the humanitarian field
and as a journalist reporting on the Syrian war. He studied Arabic
and International Relations at Tufts University in Boston.
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BEIRUT ABOUT NOW
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Yara Saade
d3lews Iy

Q KED, Beirut

172

dgpu a1l

In “Beirut around NOW”, Yara has prepared a series of
photo-montages and portraits showing the everyday street
life of Beirut as a fantasy world. Depicting strangers in a new
light, the severity of the city is transformed into a live and
rich colorful painting; each image portrays a mirage of the
city that we can either love or hate.

Yara Saade LEBANON | Lebanese photographer and
visual artist. She started taking photos in 2001 while studying
Fine Arts & Photography in Minnesota. Since then, she has lived in
Europe, Canada and mainly in the Middle East where she exhibited
her art and photography. Her work explores her surroundings in
a mix between documentary photography and visual montages.

Opening ceremony

Friday 13 September 2019 at 5 PM
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Exhibition continues
14 September - 23 September 2019
Daily from 5 PM
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WE ARE ALL FUGITIVES
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Hana Gamal
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For years, | have been roaming the city’s streets, spending
time with strangers, entering their homes, attending their
weddings, losing and finding myself in their lives; with
endless inquisitions, open wounds, and a constant search
for home. Like a fugitive.

After witnessing all the change that has been happening in
Egypt, and undergoing so many changes in my personal life
as well; | began to question the concept of change, home
and belonging; and this is when my real journey began. To
the other, the elsewhere, the beyond; driven by a desire to
connect and an equally strong desire to withdraw.

Throughout my journey, | wouldn’t claim that | have found
all the answers | was searching for, but | have realized we
are all running away from something, or maybe searching for
something. We are all fugitives from what has been, what
is, and what is yet to be; lost hopes and dreams; hidden
scars and wounds; melancholic memories and unpalatable
realities; fugitives from our lives, and maybe ourselves too.

Hana Gamal EGYPT | Egyptian Photographer and Visual
Artist. Her approach is an anthropological-psychological one.
Deeply sensitive, emotional by nature, her work ventures deep
into the chaotic, poetic, spiritual, and existential inner world of
the human soul. Her work has been featured in various local and
international publications and Exhibitions (Radical Love - Gallery
X - Ireland 2018, and The New York Times).

Opening ceremony

Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Exhibition continues
11 September - 29 September 2019
Tuesday to Sunday 11 AM - 7 PM
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BEIRUT BETWEEN
THE PAST AND THE PRESENT
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Beirut the city of transit, and the city of generations. Beirut
the city of old buildings, and of narrow and congested
streets. It is the city of diversity. A city full of culture
and tradition and at the same time is vibrant and full of
modernism.

That little kid who never grew up is still playing with his toys
on the wall of a building dotted by bullets and shrapnel;
And that young guy is walking in front of him towards the
unknown future of the city, and that woman is still on the
corner of the road, sitting on her old chair while an old man
sits in his old barber shop waiting for clients looking for a
good old haircut.

Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Exhibition continues
6 September - 7 September 2019
Daily 9 AM - 7 PM

Exhibition
9 September - 30 September -2019

Monday - Saturday 8:30 AM -1 AM
Sunday 10 AM - 1 PM
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Wael KOUbeiSSY LEBANON | Amateur photographer,
world traveler, explorer and adventurer. He loves street
photography where he documents a city’s culture through its
people, streets, urban areas and architecture, in Beirut and the
other cities he visits.
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YOM EL ZIFT
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“Yom el Zift” is an ongoing series that merges photography
and illustration to paint a farcical portrait of Beirut, as a
Dystopia in clumsy ruination...

The surreal dwellers of the city- often malformed, dejected,
and sleep-deprived- are constantly at odds with their
forbidding urban landscapes.

Nader Tabri’s illustrations often explore mental illness,
irritable bowels, festering dairy produce, and unruly hairdos
as structurally produced precarities in real and speculative
worlds. The anthropomorphic life-forms in “Yom el Zift”
portray traumas of different painterly variations, as they
attempt to survive and understand the incongruent urban
ecosystem they inhabit.

The photos in this series are an extension of Eleonora
Gatto’s photographic work: “Where does the sky end?”
which aims to investigate Beirut's multilayered urbanism,
and the underlying sociopolitical power-dynamics shaping
it. The images chosen here show vestiges of a city in
perpetual gentrification, and a growing concrete landscape
shaping and erasing heritages...

This project aims to provide a visual representation of some
of the unsettling affects the city produces and invites the
viewers to probe their own in response.
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Nader Tabri LEBANON | Nader Tabri’s multi-disciplinary
approach to storytelling started with a career in film and media
spanning over nine years. Having explored different facets of
television, film, and theatre he moved on to illustration, writing and
performance in 2015. His narratives, often experimental and free-
associative, reflect themes of depression, alienation, existential
angst, escapism and their relationship with structures of power.

Eleonora Gatto ITALY | In 2011 Gatto documented the
Egyptian uprisings and worked on the “Sofa culture in the Middle
East” project. In the Palestinian territories, her interest in the
role of women ended in a series of portraits Palestinian women.
“Planting seeds of resistance”. Now she is working on a project
entitled “Where does the sky end?”, investigating the sense of loss
and alienation under the neo-liberal (de)construction of Beirut.

Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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RESISTANCE FOR A LIFE
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Farah Abou Assali
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| lived in Lebanon for two and a half years. During that time,
| tried to document people’s lives. Through photography |
tried to give answers to questions that are always asked
-- How do these people live? Did they choose the work
they are doing? Is this their only option? Are they far from
their families? What are their ambitions? And a lot of other
questions, because behind every image is a life.

| took photos of Syrian workers renovating a building in
Beirut that | used to live in in 2017. | did not speak to
them, but the looks portrayed in my images answer lot of
questions -- They lost their homeland, their education and
possibly a family member.

When someone loses their homeland, their rights are
violated, and life forces them to embark on a new arduous
journey. Our instincts tell us that the voyage might not be
easy and perhaps not the last. We must live it in all its details
and all its pain.

We must document our lives in all its details in order not to
forget our pains and gains, and to have an archive recording
our reality.

Farah Abou Assali SYRIA | Syrian photographer,
currently living in Germany, specialized in street and documentary
photography. She completed a number of projects including
“Today’s Photo” in 2015 and 2018, and a project documenting
the lives of Syrian women during the Syrian revolution. Her first
solo exhibition in Syria was in 2010. She also took part in a group
exhibition in Mistelen, Germany in 2018.
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Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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THE PRISONER OF CHAMPOLLION,
SAID HALIM PASHA PALACE STORY

Nesrine El-Khatib

Q Station, Beirut
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In 1895 Prince Said Halim, nicknamed The Philosopher, the
grandson of Muhammad Ali Pasha entrusted to the famous
Italian architect, Antonio Laciak building and designing a
unique palace for his wife Princess Ingé Toson. The palace
was built according to the Baroque style that was known in
Europe during the Renaissance period. Prince Said Halim
gave the palace as a gift to his wife. But the rebellious Toson
refused to live in it thus, breaking the heart of her husband.

Legend says that a curse was put on the palace, and it
became deserted. The beautiful building turned into ruins.
It is rumored that the palace is haunted by ghosts and is full
of wandering spirits that can be heard in the darkness. Lots
of people confirm that they see a ghost wandering inside the
palace. Could that be the spirit of the rebellious princess?!

Opening ceremony

Tuesday 10 September 2019 at 6 PM
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Nesrine El-Khatib EGYPT | Nesrine graduated with a
Bachelor’s degree in Archeology from Cairo. She is a photographer
with more than 5 years of professional experience in over 40
countries. Her work has sponsorship from global and national
organizations (National Geographic, and Nikon Global).
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A STROLL WITH LINGCHI
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The photographs of Tanya Abou-Ghazaly mainly feature a
young woman named Lingchi Zhao, taken while the two
were strolled through Burj Hammoud on a late Sunday
afternoon.

Throughout the pictures, references to integration and
reflection become apparent, be it with Lingchi’s frame
silhouetted by the shadow of a gate that hugs her torso
to become a part of her, her dress camouflaged among
rolls of fabric at a textile shop, or her posture inadvertently
mimicking that of a Pink Floyd poster hanging on her
bedroom wall.

Opening ceremony

Thursday 5 September 2019 at 4 PM
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Tanya Abou-Ghazaly LEBANON | She paints
with pixels and light. With intimacy and curiosity, she likes to
photograph friends, lovers and (occasionally) herself.
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Estral Center, Abdel Baki Street,
Hamra, Beirut. +961 1 742390
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Saroulla Building, Hamra street,
Beirut. +961 1 753011
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Intersection of main Badaro St. & Benoit
Barakat St., Badaro, Beirut.
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Beirut River, Jisr, Karantina, Beirut. +961 70 934904
D93y Lty pawndl (D9340 38

Q Letitia Gallery, Beirut
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Tour de Saroulla, Hamra, Beirut. +961 1 353222
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Jisr El Wati, Beirut. +961 71 684218
WD93 (ol s

Q Assabil, Municipal Public
Library of Beirut
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Jésuites Garden, Geitawi, Beirut. +961 1 560728
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Q Riwaq Beirut, Beirut
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Assad Rustom, Mar Mekhayel, Ashrafieh,
Beirut. +961 81 715656
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Golden Tulip Serenada Hotel, Beirut
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Corner of Abdel Aziz and Makdessi Streets,
Hamra, Beirut. +961 1 755550
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Dar Al Mussawir, Beirut
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Wardeyeh, Hamra, Beirut. +961 1 373347
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Roman Baths, Beirut
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Between Banks Street and Capuchin
Street, downtown Beirut.
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Facing Parliament, Downton Beirut, Beirut.
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Beirut Souks, Beirut
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Facing Orient Le Jour Building, Beirut Souks, Beirut.
Da3a «Doxe Blowl ox o) psedl e ilie

Beit Beirut, Beirut
agpu .agpu au

Independence Street, Sodeco, Beirut.
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agpy wduyyall guc gintijgs
Ain Mreiseh, Beirut.
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Facing Sanayeh Garden, Beirut.
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Leila Solh Hamadeh Hall, Beirut
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Ministry of Tourism Bldg., Hamra, Beirut
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TRIPOLI
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Warche 13 Art and Civic Space, Tripoli
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Facing Silver Shore Restaurant, Mina,
Tripoli. +961 3 467795
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Khan El Franj, Saida
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Old Saida Waterfront, Saida. +961 7 727344
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Lebanese National Theater, Tyr
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Al Mina, Rivoli Cinema Street, Tyr. +961 81870124
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BAALBEK

o Baalbek Roman Ruins, Baalbek
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The Islamic Museum, Baalbek Roman

Ruins, Baalbek. +961 8 370645
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o Hammana Artist House, Hammana
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Municipality Street, Robert Maroun Eid

Bldg, Hammana. +961 5 532544
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SUPPORTED BY
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Reine Chahine: Marketing Officer

Marwan Haidar, Nour Hashem: Social Media Officer

Danielle Kattar: Graphic Design Director
Ahmad Bazzoun: Consultant
Muna Khalidi: Consultant

ARTISTIC COMMITTEE

Fouad Elkoury
Jana Traboulsi
Jean-Lou Bersuder
Jessica Murray
Ahmad Bazzoun
Norbert Schiller
Tony Elieh

Janine Haidar

FESTIVALTEAM
Talal Abdul Rahim

Ali Tahtah

Rosie Nasser

Karim Sharara

Nabil Monzer

Rana Gebara

Hassan Wehbe

Maha Mneimneh
Mohammad Abbas

SPECIAL THANKS
Matilda Khoury
Yussra Sidani
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Ibrahim Dirani: Project Manager & oyl yyna s il f‘*""}"
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© 2019 copyright Zakira - The Image Festival Association. All
rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced
or transmitted by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopy, recording or any information retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the Beirut Image
Festival.

Any views or opinions presented in this catalog are solely those
of the artist and do not represent those of the Beirut Image
Festival nor its partners in any form or manner. The Beirut
Image Festival disclaims any liability regarding any implied or
stated views or opinions.

By applying to the festival the participants have warranted
that they are the sole copyright owners and creators of
the photograph and that they have the right to enter those
photographs in the festival activities and visibility. They have
further warranted that the photograph does not infringe
upon the copyrights, trademarks, contract rights, or any other
intellectual property rights of any third person or entity, or
violate any person'’s rights of privacy or publicity.
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